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CDC’s  Forced  Testing  Boston  AIDS 

Plan  Wins  Few  Backers  Policy  Decried 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 
ATLANTA  —  The  recent  sug¬ 
gestion  by  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC)  that  mandatory 
testing  for  HIV  antibody  be  re¬ 
quired  of  people  admitted  to 
hospitals,  pregnant  women  and 
those  applying  for  marriage 
licenses  was  resoundingly  con¬ 
demned  at  a  public  meeting  last 
week  on  strategies  for  fighting 
AIDS.  Over  three  times  as  many 
people  as  expected  attended  the 
Atlanta  conference,  including 
public  health  officials  and  AIDS 
activists.  Almost  none  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  supported  forced  testing, 
while  overwhelming  support  was 
expressed  for  wider  availability  of 
the  HIV  test  and  stepped-up  edu¬ 
cational  campaigns.  Stronger 
legislation  to  protect  those  who 
test  antibody  positive  from 
discrimination  was  also  recom¬ 
mended  from  a  number  of 
quarters. 

Meanwhile,  the  Department  of 
Defense  (DoD)  is  reassessing  its 
policy  on  HIV  testing  and  may 
begin  requiring  the  test  of  all 
civilian  DoD  employees  and  de¬ 
pendents  of  DoD  employees.  Just 
a  month  ago,  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  began  testing  all  foreign  ser¬ 
vice  employees  and  their 
dependents  for  the  HIV  antibody. 

Despite  the  outcome  of  the 
Atlanta  meeting,  a  definitive  an¬ 
nouncement  from  the  CDC  is  not 
expected  immediately.  According 
to  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task 
Force  (NGLTF)  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  Jeff  Levi,  the  CDC  has  been 
surprised  by  the  broad-reaching 
opposition  to  its  proposal,  even 
from  some  more  conservative  fac¬ 
tions. 

“In  reality,”  Levi  explained, 
“the  CDC  proposals  have  received 
absolutely  no  support  from  any¬ 
one.  They’ve  lost  their  own  consti¬ 
tuency  on  the  issue.” 

If  the  CDC  does  advise  requir¬ 
ing  the  test  for  hospital  admitees, 
pregnant  women  and  marriage 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

TORONTO  —  The  Associate 
Deputy  Minister  of  Customs  and 
Excise  in  Canada,  Tom  Greig,  says 
some  groups,  like  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  for  example,  want  “total 
freedom.”  But  says  minister 
Greig,  “the  courts  have  told  us  we 
must  apply  the  law.” 

The  law  in  question,  an  April 
1985  piece  of  legislation  that  bans 
pictorial  or  verbal  description  of 
anything  “obscene,”  has  allowed 
Customs  —  which  invented  its 
own  11 -point  interpretation  of 
“obscene”  —  to  further  erode  gay 
people’s  freedom  to  read  what 
they  choose.  The  most  recent 
seizure  (Greig  objects  to  such  ter¬ 
minology)  of  lesbian/gay  books, 
bound  for  Toronto’s  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  from  the  U.S.  Inland 
distribution  company,  resulted  in 
the  banning  of  33  titles  out  of  over 
130  initially  detained. 

Among  the  books  banned  in  the 
January  21  seizure  were:  In  the 
Life:  A  Black  Gay  Male  An¬ 
thology,  edited  by  Joseph  Beam, 


license  applicants,  it  is  still  within 
the  power  of  individual  states  to 
mandate  changes  in  their  public 
health  policies.  Levi  expressed 
concern  that  the  very  states  least 
likely  to  outlaw  AIDS-related  dis¬ 
crimination  are  those  most  likely 
to  support  mandatory  testing. 

Gay  rights  activists  suspect  that 
“heterosexual  panic,”  couples  with 
a  reticence  about  providing 
preventative  education,  may  ac¬ 
count  for  the  CDC’s  consideration 
of  increased  HIV  antibody  testing. 
According  to  Thomas  Stoddard, 
Executive  Director  of  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund,  “TheCDC  plans  amount  to 
little  more  than  an  expensive  gim¬ 
mick  to  convey  the  false  sense  that 
the  federal  government  is  doing 
something  to  reduce  the  spread  of 
the  virus.”  The  stated  purpose 
from  the  CDC  is  to  identify  people 
infected  with  the  HIV  antibody  so 
they  may  be  counseled  about  risk 
reduction.  In  a  New  York  Times 
article  in  early  February,  the 
CDC’s  Deputy  Director  for  AIDS, 
Walter  Dowdle,  expressed  concern 
about  the  continuing  spread  of 
AIDS  and  the  threat  it  poses  to 
fetuses.  CDC  spokesperson  Gayle 
Lloyd  would  pinpoint  no  specific 
reason  for  the  agency’s  latest  pro¬ 
posal. 


By  Charles  Linebarger 
SAN  FRANCISCO  —  It’s  been 
almost  a  year  since  a  coalition  of 
gay  and  lesbian  organizations 
called  a  boycott  against  the  local 
Public  Broadcasting  Service  (PBS) 
station,  KQED,  and  its  sister  radio 
station,  KQED-FM.  Over  the  last 
month,  private  meetings  have  been 
held  between  station  managers  and 
local  gay  and  lesbian  represen¬ 
tatives,  but  it  appears  no  peace 


from  Alyson  publications  in 
Boston;  Sapphistry,  a  Naiad  book 
by  Pat  Califia;  Coming  Out  Right, 
a  guide  to  coming  out,  also  from 
Alyson,  and  numerous  others. 

Because  a  number  of  the  books 
contain  very  little  sexually  explicit 
content,  publishers  and  bookstore 
workers  consider  the  January  21 
seizure  to  be  an  increase  in  the 
already  significant  censorship  of 
lesbian/gay  material  entering  the 
country.  James  McPhee,  manager 
of  Glad  Day,  told  GCN  that  “ap¬ 
plication  of  the  guidelines  has 
grown  to  be  more  and  more  broad, 
as  they  seem  to  get  more  and  more 
used  to  banning  books.” 

Special  scrutiny  is  applied  to 
shipments  headed  for  Glad  Day 
and  Little  Sisters,  a  Vancouver  gay 
bookstore.  “They  [Customs]  ex¬ 
plain  they  can’t  police 
everybody,”  said  Bruce  Smith,  of 
Little  Sisters,  which  experienced  a 
seizure  of  more  than  $10,000 
worth  of  books  and  magazines  on 
Continued  on  page  6 


DoD  testing 

Information  is  still  unavailable 
from  the  DoD  concerning  the 
reassessment  of  their  HIV  an¬ 
tibody  testing  policy.  A  slew  of 
military  officials  from  all  branches 
have  been  reconsidering  the  policy 
since  October  1 986.  A  year  prior  to 
that,  DoD  began  requiring  the 
HIV  antibody  test  of  all  active  ser¬ 
vice  military  employees  and  new 
recruits.  Changes  or  expansion  of 
the  policy  must  meet  with  the  final 
approval  of  Defense  Secretary 
Caspar  Weinberger.  A  public  an¬ 
nouncement  of  any  DoD  policy 
revision  is  expected  in  about  one 
month. 

Since  January  1986,  the  DoD 
policy  has  stipulated  that  civilian 
employees  and  dependents  would 
not  be  manditorily  tested  for  the 
HIV  antibody,  but  that  the  test 
was  available  on  a  voluntary  basis. 
“The  policy  will  be  rewritten  in 
full,”  says  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Pete  Wyro,  a  DoD  public  affairs 
spokesperson.  “But  I  won’t  dis¬ 
cuss  what  is  being  speculated 
about.  This  revision  involves  both 
health  aspects  and  personnel  mat¬ 
ters  so  many  people’s  comments 
will  be  taken  into  account.  Test 
results  may  affect  the  individual’s 
ability  to  serve  in  the  armed 
Continued  on  page  12 


treaty  will  be  forthcoming  that  can 
satisfy  both  sides. 

The  boycott  was  called  in  March 
1986  when  the  Fabian  Bridges  doc¬ 
umentary  on  the  PBS  “Frontline” 
series  electrified  gay  people  across 
the  country.  The  program,  which 
followed  a  Black  gay  man  with 
AIDS  as  he  traveled  around  the 
country  allegedly  working  as  a 
prostitute,  was  widely  criticized  as 
inflammatory  and  racist.  Film¬ 
makers  were  also  charged  with  ex¬ 
ploiting  Bridges.  (See  GCN,  Vol. 
13,  Nos.  36,  37) 

But  problems  with  KQED 
started  months  before  the 
“Frontline”  documentary.  The 
local  community  had  begun  ex¬ 
pressing  dissatisfaction  in  the  fall 
of  1985  over  the  absence  of  gay 
men  and  lesbians  on  the  station’s 
board  of  directors  and  its 
26-member  community  advisory 
panel. 

In  addition,  KQED-FM’s 
broadcast  of  Monitor  Radio,  the 
radio  arm  of  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor,  continues  to  fuel  the 
dispute  between  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty  and  the  station.  Monitor  Radio 
was  first  released  over  KQED-FM 
only  weeks  after  the  firing  of  a  les¬ 
bian  from  the  Monitor’s  news¬ 
paper  staff  received  national, 
publicity.  Monitor  Radio  is  broad¬ 
cast  on  many  other  public  radio 
stations,  including  WGBH  in 
Boston.  The  Christian  Science 
Monitor  also  trades  advertising 
with  National  Public  Radio. 

Christine  Madsen  was  fired 
from  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor  in  1981  when  her  super¬ 
visors  learned  she  was  a  lesbian. 
She  was  also  accused  of  attemp¬ 
ting  to  seduce  her  boss’  wife.  The 
result  was  a  legal  battle  that  went 
to  the  highest  court  in  Massa- 


“She  is  dying  because  her  condi¬ 
tion  is  terminal  and  highly  infec¬ 
tious,  she  is  a  walking  public 
health  threat.  Due  to  her  occupa¬ 
tion  —  prostitute  —  she  is  also 
more  dangerous  than  a  loaded  gun 
out  on  the  street.”  —  Boston 
Globe  columnist,  Mike  Barnacle. 

By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Barnacle’s 
February  18  column  about  the  ar¬ 
rest  of  a  prostitute  who  allegedly 
told  two  arresting  officers  that  she 
had  AIDS  set  off  a  flurry  of  sensa¬ 
tional  media  coverage  and  public 
panic.  Two  days  later  the  city 
presented  a  controversial  policy 
addressing  AIDS,  prostitutes  and 
IV  drug  users.  Nearly  a  week  later 
it  was  revealed  that  the  prostitute 
did  not  have  AIDS. 

The  city’s  policy  gives  Boston 
police  officials  the  authority  to  de¬ 
tain  prostitutes  and  intravenous 
drug  users  who,  when  arrested,  say 
they  have  AIDS  and  that  they  will 
continue  prostitution  or  sharing  of 
IV  drug  needles.  Under  the  new 
policy,  police  officers  are  ordered 
to  ensure  that  the  person  is  provid¬ 
ed  with  medical  and  counseling 
services.  It  is  not  clear  under  the 
new  policy,  which  is  not  yet  in 
written  form,  if  arrested  pros¬ 
titutes  who  profess  to  have  AIDS 


chusetts  and  a  ruling  that  as  a 
church  organization  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor  had  not  broken 
any  Boston  laws  in  firing  Madsen 
because  of  her  sexual  orientation. 
The  opinion  came  down  in  Oc¬ 
tober  of  1985  and  led  to  the  first 
protests  against  KQED. 

As  the  community  began  to 
coalesce  on  the  Monitor  Radio 
issue,  other  programming  matters 
came  to  the  fore.  While  KQED- 
FM  ran  a  number  of  programs 
aimed  at  Arabs,  Jews,  Swedes, 
Cantonese-speaking  Chinese  and 
other  groups,  it  broadcast  nothing 
that  was  oriented  toward  gay  peo¬ 
ple. 

In  February  1986  leaders  of  the 
city’s  gay  Democratic  clubs  went 
to  KQED  for  a  meeting  with  the 
station’s  managers.  The  station’s 
management,  led  by  General 
Manager  Anthony  Tiano,  gave 
the  gay  representaives  a  polite  cold 
shoulder.  Then  came  the  Fabian 
Bridges  show. 

Over  200  gay  men  and  lesbians 
demonstrated  at  KQED  the  night 


will  be  detained  if  they  say  they 
will  engage  in  safe  sex  while  work¬ 
ing. 

Criticism  of  the  new  policy 
focuses  primarily  on  its  effect  on 
civil  rights,  its  failure  to  fully  ad¬ 
dress  a  complex  issue,  and  the 
assumption  that  prostitutes  are  in 
a  high-risk  category  for  AIDS. 
The  policy’s  proponents  claim  that 
the  policy  will  provide  needed 
medical  and  counseling  care  to 
prostitutes  and  IV  drug  users. 

“To  take  two  enormous  issues 
[prostitutes  with  AIDS  and  IV 
drug  users  with  AIDS]  and  try  to 
deal  with  it  [via]  a  policy  drafted  in 
48  hours  makes  no  sense,”  said 
Denise  McWilliams,  director  of 
the  AIDS  Law  Project  for  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD).  “To  the  extent  that  we 
try  to  stop  the  transmission  of 
AIDS  by  picking  up  prostitutes 
[we’re]  giving  out  the  message  to 
men  that  they  don’t  have  to  use 
safe  sex  [in  the  ‘Combat  Zone’, 
Boston’s  porn  district]  because  the 
women  who  are  infected  have  been 
picked  up.” 

In  addition  to  the  content  of  the 
policy,  McWilliams  is  concerned 
that  by  “applying  a  bandaid  solu¬ 
tion  to  a  very  complex  problem,” 
the  city  is  setting  a  precedent  for 


the  “Frontline”  show  was  aired.  A 
boycott  was  called,  and  both  sides 
settled  into  a  hostile  waiting  game 
that  continued  until  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Board  of  Supervisors  decided 
to  investigate  the  controversy  at 
public  hearings.  They  made  that 
decision  at  the  behest  of  the  gay 
community  when  it  became  known 
that  the  city  was  planning  to  grant 
the  station  $450,000  over  a  three- 
year  period. 

Under  threat  of  public  hearings 
and  a  cut-off  of  city  funding, 
KQED  changed  its  tactics.  Station 
Manager  Tiano  persuaded  super¬ 
visors  John  Molinari  and  Harry 
Britt  to  convene  a  new  meeting 
between  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity  and  the  station  to  try  to 
negotiate  a  settlement.  The  public 
hearings  were  postponed. 

A  meeting  was  held  January  23 
with  supervisors  Britt  and 
Molinari  presiding.  Ten  demands 
were  presented  to  the  station  in¬ 
cluding  the  demand  that  Monitor 
Radio  be  taken  off  the  air,  that  gay 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Boycott  initially  in  response  to  Fabian  Bridges  documentary 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“Men  act  more  like  gentlemen  and  ladies  act 
more  like  ladies.” 

— Nic  Howell,  spokesman  for 
Logan  Correctinal  Center  in  Lincoln,  Illinois,  com¬ 
menting  on  the  "calming"  effects  of  allowing  women 
prisoners  into  the  previously  all-male  facility,  USA  To¬ 
day. 


aids  comics  for  youth  a  commie  plot 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  Despite  favorable  reaction 
from  the  Federal  Minister  for  Health  and  the  National 
Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS,  a  series  of  comic  strips 
that  provide  basic  information  for  kids  on  a  variety  of 
issues,  including  AIDS,  have  come  under  fire.  Street- 
wize  Comics,  earlier  banned  by  the  Department  of 
Education  for  use  in  the  schools  of  New  South  Wales, 
are  now  also  under  attack  in  two  states. 

In  Sydney,  the  Rev.  Fred  Nile  of  the  Festival  of 
Light  called  the  Streetwize  health  issue  on  sexually 
transmitted  diseases,  including  AIDS,  a  Red  ploy.  In 
Melbourne,  Inspector  Rippon  of  the  Victorian  Police 
Association  likened  distribution  of  the  comics  to  the 
activities  of  the  Viet  Cong.  Rippon  also  said  a  Street¬ 
wize  issue  on  the  legal  rights  of  youth  has  the  same 
intent  as  Marxist  doctrine  —  in  his  opinion,  the 
destruction  of  the  organized  structure  of  society. 

Streetwize  researchers  who  have  been  surveying 
young  people  who  read  the  comics  find  that  the  series 
has  been  useful.  The  most  commonly  recalled 
mesage  by  kids  concerned  not  making  statements  to 
the  police.  The  next  most  commonly  recalled  was  the 
danger  of  sharing  needles. 

The  latest  addition  to  the  Streetwize  team  of  car¬ 
toonists  is  16-year-old  Frank  McLeod. 

—Kendall  Lovett 


denigration  and  discrimination  banned 
in  mexican  ads 

MEXICO  CITY—  Advertising  which  “contains 
elements  that  denigrate  humans,  especially  women,” 
is  now  illegal  in  Mexico. 

A  law  passed  last  fall  by  President  Miguel  de  la 
Madrid  also  forbids  ads  which  “promote  discrimina¬ 
tion  by  race  or  social  condition,  [or]  promote  warlike 
ideas,  images  or  instruments.”  Stating  that  advertis¬ 
ing  “should  inform  one  about  the  true  properties  of  a 
product  and  how  to  use  it,”  the  law  also  bans 
“obscene  images,  phrases,  or  scenes  which  hold  dou¬ 
ble  meanings ..  .and  the  use  of  subliminal 
messages,”  reports  off  our  backs. 

“Mass  media  publicity  for  sanitary  napkins 
should  not  insult  the  dignity  of  women,  cultural 
values,  nor  give  provocative  information,”  states  the 
order 

The  law  may  be  enforced  via  fines,  closures  of 
business  and  jail  sentences  of  up  to  36  hours. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


reproductive  freedom  and  sexual 
politics 

AMHERST,  MA  —  A  conference  for  student  ac¬ 
tivists  on -the  fight  for  reproductive  freedom  and 
related  issues  will  take  place  at  Hampshire  College 
on  March  6  and  7. 

The  two-day  event  will  include  a  celebration  of  In¬ 
ternational  women’s  day,  workshops  on  AIDS  in  the 
Black  community,  disability  rights  and  reproductive 
rights,  Medicaid  funding  for  abortion,  peace  activism 
and  reproductive  rights,  teen  sexuality,  contracep¬ 
tives  in  school-based  clinics,  lesbian/gay  parenting, 
sterilization  abuse,  and  new  reproductive 
technologies. 

Panel  discussions  will  address  the  campaign  to 
defeat  the  anti-abortion  amendment  in  Mass.,  child¬ 
care  organizing,  combatting  racism,  women  of  color 
and  reproductive  rights  organizing  and  the  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  March  on  Washington  this  October. 

For  more  information  and  to  register  for 
childcare  and/or  housing,  call  Sarah  Buttenweiser  at 

(413)549-4600  ext.645  or  (413)256-4254. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


aids-related  death  in  east  germany 

EAST  BERLIN,  German  Democratic  Republic  — 
Niels  Soennichsen,  a  doctor  who  chairs  an  AIDS  ad¬ 
visory  group  appointed  by  the  East  German  Ministry 
of  Health,  recently  announced  the  first  AIDS-related 
death  of  an  East  German  citizen,  according  to  the 
West  German  newsmagazine  Der  Spiegel. 

As  recently  as  1985,  Soennichsen  had  claimed 
that  there  were  no  fully  developed  cases  of  AIDS  in 
East  Germany  or  any  other  Eastern  European  country. 
He  now  reports  that  fourteen  East  Germans  have 
tested  positive  for  HIV  antibody,  but  did  not  say  how 
many  of  them  have  developed  ARC  or  AIDS.  Since 
1983,  East  Germany  has  required  health  workers  to 
report  the  names  of  all  clients  who  show  a  positive 
test  result. 

In  addition,  there  have  reportedly  been  a  number 
of  AIDS  cases  among  the  thousands  of  students  from 
Third  World  countries  who  are  being  educated  in  East 
Germany. 

The  government  has  begun  an  educational  cam¬ 
paign  that  includes  lectures  for  high  shool  students. 
However,  the  only  educational  programs  specifically 
for  gay  men  have  been  conducted  by  gay  groups 
operating  within  the  East  German  Protestant  church. 

The  government  claims  that  there  will  be  no 
discrimination  against  people  with  AIDS  in  housing 
or  employment. 

— Matin  Heggestad 


int’l  dorchester  women’s  day 

DORCHESTER,  MA  —  The.  10th  annual  Dor¬ 
chester  Women’s  Day  will  be  celebrated  on  Saturday, 
March  7,  from  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  at  the  Grover  Cleveland 
School,  11  Charles  St.,  Dorchester. 

The  event  will  feature  workshops,  speakers,  a 
cultural  and  political  craft  fair,  food  and  exhibits. 

The  day’s  events  are  accessible  to  people  in 
wheelchairs  and  parts  of  the  program  will  be  signed 
for  the  hearing-impaired  and  translated  into  Spanish. 

For  more  information,  call  Sam  at  (617)  265-4657. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 


klan  liable  for  members’  actions 

ATLANTA  —  In  a  precedent-setting  court  deci¬ 
sion,  the  United  Klans  of  America  was  held  financially 
liable  for  a  crime  committed  by  two  of  its  members. 

On  February  13,  an  all-white  jury  here  returned  a 
seven  million  dollar  verdict  against  the  Klan  for  the 
1981  hanging  of  a  Black  adolescent  boy.  According  to 
the  New  York  Times,  attorneys  for  the  youth’s  family 
argued  that  the  Klan  should  be  held  responsible  for 
its  members’  actions  in  the  same  way  that  a  commer¬ 
cial  corporation  is  liable  for  the  actions  of  its 
employees. 

The  jury’s  decision  may  “cause  the  various  Klan 
groups,  and  specifically  the  leaders  of  the  Klan 
groups,  to  be  much  more  concerned  about  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  their  members,”  Bill  Stanton,  director  of  the 
Klanwatch  Project  of  the  Southern  Poverty  Law 
Center,  told  the  Times.  The  law  center’s  attorneys 
handled  the  case. 

The  United  Klans  of  America  is  estimated  to  have 
a  membership  of  2,500.  The  group,  along  with  the  In¬ 
visible  Empire  and  Knights  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  ac¬ 
count  for  the  bulk  of  Klan  members  in  the  United 
States. 

—Kim  Westheimer 


in  the  life  book  party 

BOSTON  —  The  Black  Men’s  Association  will 
host  a  book  party  for  Joseph  Beam’s  In  the  Life:  A 
Black  Gay  Anthology,  Alyson  Publications,  Boston, 
1986. 

The  book  party  will  take  place  March  8  at  the 
First  Church  of  Roxbury,  Zero  Putnam  Ave.,  Roxbury, 
Mass.,  from  5-7  p.m.  A  donation  fo  $2  is  requested. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


fewer  police  take  on  green  river 
murders 

SEATTLE  —  Feminist  groups  here  are  outraged 
by  the  shrinking  police  task  force  assigned  to  the 
“Green  River  Murders,”  case  in  which  36  women  have 
been  killed  since  1982  and  ten  others  have  disap¬ 
peared.  The  case's  name  is  taken  from  the  place 
where  the  first  victim  was  found  in  1982. 

Although  King  County  officials  claim  they  decid¬ 
ed  to  cut  the  task  force  by  12  in  order  to  devote  more 
resources  to  combatting  drug  sales,  many  area 
feminists  charge  that  the  cutbacks  reflect  a  lack  of 
public  concern  for  the  victims,  who  were  young, 
female  and  often  connected  with  prostitution.  “They 
will  chip  away,  bit  by  bit,  while  the  public  pays  no  at¬ 
tention  to  the  dissolving  task  force,”  says  Cookie 
Hunt  of  the  Women’s  Coalition  to  Stop  the  Green 
River  Murders.  Currently,  there  are  42  county,  city  and 
federal  police  and  13  civilian  workers  involved  in  the 
investigation,  according  to  the  Guardian. 

Police  now  believe  that  the  Green  River  killer  has 
not  murdered  anyone  since  1984  and  members  of  the 
county  council  have  suggested  that  the  killer  is  either 
dead,  in  jail,  or  has  left  the  area.  But  many  local 
residents  do  not  agree.  Diane  Oberquell  of  Families 
and  Friends  of  Missing  Persons  and  Violent  Crime 
Victims,  an  advocacy  group  representing  families  of 
some  of  the  victims,  feels  this  speculation  is  largely 
designed  to  quell  public  fear  about  the  murders. 

The  Women’s  Coalition,  also  not  convinced  that 
the  killings  are  over,  charges  that  the  police  and  the 
media  have  dehumanized  the  victims  by  focusing  on 
their  role  as  prostitutes.  Oberquell  notes  that  even  if 
the  victims  were  street  people,  not  middle-class 
housewives,  they  “didn’t  deserve  to  be  murdered. 
They  were  all  loving,  caring  young  people  with  loving, 
caring  families.” 

Activists  are  certain  that  the  task  force  cutback 
was  a  politically  popular  move.  In  a  poll  this  fall,  coun¬ 
ty  residents  ranked  apprehension  of  the  killer  lower 
than  assignment  of  police  to  park  patrols  and  arrests 
of  drug  dealers.  According  to  the  police,  the  cutback 
will  save  taxpayers  $500,000. 

The  Women’s  Coalition  has  demanded  a  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  size  of  the  task  force  and  an  expansion  of 
its  serach  for  the  bodies  of  further  victims.  Coalition 
member  Hunt  has  criticized  other  women’s  groups  for 
their  slowness  in  taking  up  and  focusing  national  at¬ 
tention  on  the  Green  River  case. 

—  Barbara  Siegel 


sexual  self-esteem  for  disabled 

TORRANCE,  CA  —  This  state's  committee  on  the 
Sexuality  of  Developmentally  Disabled  Persons  will 
host  its  annual  symposium  here  March  19-21. 

Issues  to  be  discussed  include  preventing  the 
sexual  exploitation  of  people  with  developmental 
disabilities,  improving  sexuality  education  and 
enhancing  sexual  self-esteem. 

For  more  information  on  attending  the  sym¬ 
posium  or  on  the  work  of  the  10-year-old  Committee, 
contact  Nora  J.  Baladerian,  P.O.  Box  T,  Culver  City, 
CA  90231-1690  or  call  (213)  391-2420. 

—Sephanie  Poggi 


asian  women  in  two  worlds 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Women’s  Studies  Pro¬ 
gram  at  Mass.  Institute  of  Technology  (MIT)  announc¬ 
ed  a  three-week  symposium  entitled  Asian  Women  in 
Two  Worlds.  The  events,  which  will  be  held  on  the  MIT 
campus,  from  March  5-19,  include  lectures,  panels, 
readings,  discussions,  films,  music  and  performance 
by  and  about  Asian  women. 

Explorations  of  the  lives  of  women  from  South 
Korea,  the  Philippines,  Vietnam,  China,  and  Japan  are 
organized  around  the  following  themes:  Families, 
Sexuality  and  Reproductive  Rights,  including  a  talk 
on  lesbian  identity  in  the  Asian  American  community 
(March  5);  The  Public  Sphere:  Work,  Power  and 
Politics  (March  7);  Literature,  Film  and  the  Media 
(March  12);  Exploitation,  War  and  Resistance  (March 
14);  and  Asian  American  Issues:  Community  and 
Campus  Perspectives  (March  19). 

Sessions  on  March  5  and  12  begin  at  4:30  and 
7:30  p.m.,  sessions  on  March  7  and  March  14  begin  at 
10:30  a.m.  and  2:30  p.m.  All  will  take  place  in  Building 
9,  Rm.  150  at  105  Mass.  Ave. 

An  additional  program  of  evening  cultural  events 
will  feature  performances  by  local  Chinese  storyteller 
and  visual  artist,  Li  Min  Mo  and  actress/writer  Jude 
Narita  on  March  6  at  8:30  p.m.  in  the  Walker  Memorial 
at  142  Memorial  Drive.  A  special  appearance  by  The 
Frank  Chickens,  a  Japanese,  London-based  new 
wave/music  performance  duo  will  take  place  on 
March  14  at  9  p.m.  in  the  Students  Center’s  Lobdell 
Lounge  at  84  Mass.  Ave. 

Finally,  two  evenings  of  films  will  include  show¬ 
ings  of  Small  Happiness  and  To  Taste  a  Hundred 
Herbs  on  March  7  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Building  9,  Rm.  150. 
Permanent  Wave  and  Sandaken  8  will  be  shown  on 
March  13  at  7  p.m.  in  Building  2,  Rm.  190,  182 
Memorial  Drive. 

All  events  except  the  Frank  Chickens  are  free 
and  open  to  the  public.  For  more  information,  call 
(617)  253-8844. 

—Stephanie  Poggi 

—  news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi  - 
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Politics  or  Ego:  GLAAD  Saga  Unravelled 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Venom  flew  recently  in  the 
pages  of  the  Philadelphia  Gay 
News  and  the  New  York  Native 
over  allegations  of  upheaval  and 
dispute  within  the  New  York- 
based  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation  (GLAAD). 
An  incendiary  article  by  Victoria 
A.  Brownworth  in  PGN  (\ ol.  11, 
No.  8)  citing  trouble  at  GLAAD  as 
an  example  of  general  malaise  in 
the  lesbian/gay  movement  led  to  a 
bitter  volley  of  letters  to  the  editor. 
As  the  dust  settles  —  or  to  keep 
metaphors  clean  —  as  the  spittle 
dries,  the  hostility  appears  to  stem 
from  political  differences  and  per¬ 
sonal  rancor  among  a  handful  of 
individuals.  According  to  Vito 
Russo  in  his  letter  of  January  13, 
1987:  “The  rest  is  all  a  crock  of 
shit.” 

A  succinct  summation,  indeed, 
considering  the  earnest  intent  of 
the  original  story  and  the  pro¬ 
found  issues  purportedly  at  stake. 
Pundits  involved  in  the  letter  ex¬ 
change  mention  sexism,  racism 
and  heterosexism,  as  well  as 
burnout-ism,  egoistic  careerism, 
shoddy  journalism,  seedy  (read: 
politically  incorrect)  pom,  and  the  gall 
of  a  lesbian  leader’s  supposed  foray 
into  heterosexuality.  A  reader  of 
integrity  of  queer  life  as  we  know  it 
revolved  around  the  flap  within 
the  organization. 

Most  agree  that  the  fiasco  has 
been  blown  out  of  proportion. 
Says  GLAAD’s  Executive  Ad¬ 
ministrator  Allen  Ellenzweig,  “I 
think  that  uniquely  personal  dis¬ 
agreements  got  elevated  into  what 
were  made  to  appear  as  deep 
political  differences  of  principle. 
Perhaps  there  were  political  dif¬ 
ferences,  but  they  were  over¬ 
shadowed  by  all  the  rancor ....  I 
think  we  should  be  fighting  our 
enemies,  not  ourselves.” 

Critics  maintain,  however,  that 
GLAAD  exhibits  problems  that 


seriously  plague  the  lesbian/gay 
movement  —  a  white  male  assimil- 
ationist  orientation  and  a  reticence 
about  identifying  openly  as  lesbian 
or  gay.  Defenders  of  GLAAD  say 
that  such  an  assertion  is  unfound¬ 
ed  in  fact,  and  that  the  Alliance 
staunchly  champions  the  rights  of 
all  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

To  recap:  GLAAD  is  a  barely 
one-year-old  organization  found¬ 
ed  to  monitor  and  protest  the  def¬ 
amation  of  lesbians  and  gays,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  media.  Spearhead¬ 
ed  by  well-known  activists  and 
writers  including  Darrell  Yates 
Rist,  Jewelle  Gomez,  Gregory 
Kolovakos,  Peg  Byron,  Arnie 
Kantrowitz  and  Vito  Russo, 
GLAAD  sought  to  mobilize  direct 
action  in  response  to  lesbian/gay 
baiting  and  taunting.  They  also 
hoped  to  effect  change  by  opening 
up  dialogues  with  perpetrators  of 
such  defamation.  According  to 
current  GLAAD  participants,  the 
organization  is  healthy  and  these 
goals  are  ongoing.  Former  mem¬ 
bers  claim  that  GLAAD’s  radical 
potential  has  been  diluted  into 
another  apologetic,  mainstream 
coalition.  Also  in  question  is 
GLAAD’s  alleged  hypocritical 
stance  in  attempting  to  censor  in¬ 
ternal  criticism. 

Says  former  GLAAD  member 
Yates  Rist,  one  of  the  key  figures 
in  the  fracas,  “As  a  lesbian  and 
gay  movement,  either  we  are  con¬ 
tinually  reassessing  ourselves  and 
being  self-critical,  even  if  some¬ 
times  rancorous,  or  we  slip  ever¬ 
more  into  greater  lethargy  and 
sloppy  thinking.  When  there  is  no 
debate,  there  is  no  good  politics. 

“GLAAD  wasn’t  carrying  forth 
its  original  mission,  but  some  peo¬ 
ple  wouldn’t  welcome  criticism.” 

GLAAD  counters  this  allega¬ 
tion  by  pointing  to  its  current  and, 
they  say,  successful  activities.  A 
13 -member  Board  of  Directors 


oversees  the  organization,  with 
functions  split  among  six  working 
committees.  These  include  the 
Swift  and  Terrible  Retribution 
Committee,  an  Outreach  Commit¬ 
tee  seeking  to  expand  the  involve¬ 
ment  of  people  of  color  and 
women,  and  a  Phone  Tree  Com¬ 
mittee  aimed  at  the  rapid  spread  of 
information.  Other  groups  coor¬ 
dinate  special  projects  like  the 
“Naming  Names”  radio  spot  on 
New  York’s  WBAI,  a  four-minute 
segment  aired  several  times  weekly 
to  alert  the  public  about  incidents 
of  lesbian/gay  defamation. 

GLAAD  functions  as  a  non¬ 
profit  organization  with  only  one 
paid  staffer.  Executive  Ad¬ 
ministrator  Ellenzweig,  who  has 
held  the  post  since  September 


1986.  Current  Board  of  Directors 
Chairperson  Jeff  Sosnick  was 
elected  to  his  position  this 
January.  Several  hundred  people 
work  with  GLAAD  and  thousands 
more  receive  their  mailings. 

The  purported  problems  at 
GLAAD  stem  back  to  its  first 
year.  The  organization  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  January  1986  by  co¬ 
founders  Yates  Rist  and  Kol¬ 
ovakos;  Kolovakos  chaired  the 
first  Board  of  Directors  (then  call¬ 
ed  the  Steering  Committee).  As  the 
original  members  had  agreed  to 
only  a  six-month  commitment,  a 


reasonable  amount  of  shuffling 
occurred  among  the  membership 
and  other  community  activists  also 
came  forth  to  work  with  GLAAD, 
notably  Marcia  Pally  and 
Rosemary  Kuropat. 

Tension  began  to  brew  among 
the  Board  of  Directors  in  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1986  over 
how  to  manage  funds,  how  to 
delineate  priorities,  how  ag¬ 
gressively  to  do  outreach  to  people 
of  color  and  women  and  how  to 
organize  working  committees. 
Meanwhile,  out  of  the  limelight, 
the  work  of  GLAAD  gained 
momentum  as  volunteers  staged 
direct  action  protests,  usually  mar¬ 
ches,  picketing  and  leafletting. 
Early  efforts  included  responding 
to  the  Supreme  Court’s  ruling  on 


the  Georgia  sodomy  statue,  con¬ 
fronting  columnist  William 
Buckley,  Jr.,  on  his  proposal  to 
tattoo  gay  men,  and  challenging 
homophobic  radio  show  host  Bob 
Grant. 

The  infighting  gained  center 
stage  when  Brownworth ’s  PGN 
article  was  published  in  late 
December  1986.  Earlier  that  fall, 
many  of  the  key  participants  in 
GLAAD  had  resigned,  including 
Kolovakos,  Yates  Rist  (who  had 
temporarily  become  Board  Chair) 
and  Kuropat.  Whereas  other 
founding  members  like  Russo  and 
Gomez  left  for  career  and  personal 
reasons,  Kolovakos  and  Yates  Rist 
cited  disagreements  with  Pally, 
who  was  the  next  acting  Board 
chair  until  elections  could  be  held. 
John  Neely  (he  and  Gomez  were 
the  only  two  Board  members  of 
color)  resigned  from  GLAAD  ex¬ 
plicitly  because  of  a  remark  made 
by  Pally  in  Film  Comment  that  he 
and  many  others  interpreted  as 
racist;  he  felt  the  Board  should  de¬ 
mand  Pally’s  resignation.  And 
Kuropat,  who  left  because 
GLAAD  no  longer  chose  to  imple¬ 
ment  a  program  she  initiated  called 
Challenge  Bigotry,  also  had  harsh 
words  for  Pally’s  politics. 

Consequently,  journalist 
Brownworth  focused  her  article  on 
the  numerous  resignations  from 
GLAAD,  attributing  them  to  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  working  with  Pally. 
Much  attention  was  given  to 
Pally’s  alleged  refusal  to  identify 
as  a  lesbian  and,  in  letters  that 
followed,  to  whether  the  move¬ 
ment  should  demand  that  its  lead¬ 
ers  be  100  percent  openly  lesbian 
or  gay. 

Pally’s  response  to  the  debate 
focuses  on  what  she  feels  is  and  in¬ 
herent  contradiction.  “It  doesn’t 
make  sense,”  she  says.  “How  can 


a  leader  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  not  publicly  identify  as 
a  lesbian?  How  is  that  even 
physically  possible?  It’s  ludicrous; 
I’ve  been  out  for  about  15  years.  1 
have  appeared  not  only  in  public, 
but  on  television  and  radio  as  a 
member  of  GLAAD,  I’ve  been 
printed  in  half  the  gay  presses  in 
this  country,  my  FBI  file  is  pro¬ 
bably  six  inches  thick.  If  I’m  a 
leader,  and  I  march  in  all  the 
parades  and  speak  at  every  damn 
rally,  what  would  be  publicly 
representing  myself  as  a  lesbian  if 
not  that?  How  many  gay  men  and 
lesbians  are  even  as  out  as  that?” 

Kuropat  and  Yates  Rist  are  not 
satisfied  with  what  they  see  as  Pal¬ 
ly’s  evasiveness.  Says  Kuropat,  “If 
leaders  refuse  to  publicly  identify 


as  gay  it  implies  that  they’re 
ashamed  to  be  gay.  1  don’t  think 
that  gay  pride  should  be  an  old- 
fashioned  notion.” 

Yates  Rist  vociferously  agrees. 
He  feels  that  in  the  letter  exchange 
in  PGN  and  the  Native ,  criticism 
turned  back  against  himself, 
Kolovakos  and  Kuropat  because 
some  felt  it  unfair  to  reveal  the  sex 
partners  of  people  in  the  move¬ 
ment.  But  he  believes  there  is  a 
deeper  issue  at  stake,  as  reflected 
by  the  assimilationist,  low-key  ap¬ 
proach  that  he  perceives  Pally  and 
other  current  GLAAD  Board 
members  to  be  taking.  Explained 
Yates  Rist,  “There’s  been  a  persis¬ 
tent  refusal  on  Marcia  Pally’s  part 
over  the  course  of  her  entire  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  community  to  say 
‘I  am  a  lesbian.’  While  a  lot  of 
people  don’t  see  that  as  important 
—  they  see  it  as  personal  trashing 
to  discuss  it  —  given  the  continual 
change  in  GLAAD  towards  a  more 
apolologetic  tone,  and  given  the 
Board  members’  cautious  relation¬ 
ship  to  gay  politics  and  identity,  it 
does  become  very  bothersome.  I 
am  galled  that  Marcia,  who  con¬ 
tributed  very  little  daily  work  to 
the  Alliance,  came  to  take  a  posi¬ 
tion  of  power  having  alienated  the 
most  important  people  in 
GLAAD.” 

Pally  claims  that  there  was  no 
power  play  and  that  Board  mem¬ 
bers  were  surprised  by  the  sudden 
anger  of  Kuropat  and  Yates  Rist. 
“This  thing  would  have  made 
sense  had  there  been  a  power  play, 
but  there  wasn’t  one,”  she  says. 
“Darrell  was  an  effective  leader  in 
a  position  that  no  one  wanted  to 
take  over.  He  had  to  twist  my  arm 
to  get  me  to  take  on  the  temporary 
role  as  Acting  Chair.” 

Kuropat,  who  had  joined 


Unitarian  Gays 
Meet  in  Toronto 


By  John  Kyper 

TORONTO  —  The  Third 
Annual  Convocation  of 
Unitarian  Universalists  for  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Concerns  met 
during  the  Valentine’s 
weekend,  at  the  First  Unitarian 
Congregation  of  Toronto.  En¬ 
titled  “The  Welcoming 
Church,”  it  was  attended  by  80 
people  from  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

The  Unitarian  Universalist 
Association  (UUA)  is  a  church 
with  a  lengthy  history  of  active 
support  for  civil  rights  and 
other  related  causes.  The  Of¬ 
fice  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns  (OLGC)  was  established 
at  the  denomination’s  Boston 
headquarters  in  1975,  making  it 
the  first  and  only  such  official 
presence  within  any  North 
American  religious  body.  It 
functions  as  an  educational  and 
advocacy  arm,  both  within  the 
church  and  in  the  larger  socie¬ 
ty- 

At  the  opening  service  on 
Friday  night,  February  13,  re¬ 
cently-appointed  OLGC  Direc¬ 
tor  Rev.  Jay  Deacon  declared 
in  his  keynote  address  that  “we 
are  going  to  mobilize  our  UU 
congregations  to  address  our 
community  seriously  and  ad¬ 
dress  our  needs  and  welcome 
other  people.  They’re  going  to 
stand  with  us  because  we’re  go¬ 
ing  to  help  them  live  up  to  what 
it  is  to  be  a  Unitarian  Univer¬ 
salist.  They’re  going  to  march 
with  us.”  The  OLGC  has  sent  a 
call  to  all  congregations,  urging 
them  to  participate  in  the  na¬ 
tional  lesbian  and  gay  march, 
scheduled  for  October  in 


Washington,  D.C. 

At  its  annual  General 
Assembly  last  summer,  the 
UUA  passsed  a  strongly- 
worded  resolution  condemning 
all  discrimination  against  per¬ 
sons  with  AIDS,  those  who  test 
positive  for  the  HIV  virus  and 
all  others  perceived  to  have  or 
carry  AIDS.  This  resolution 
came  in  response  to  a  June  1986 
opinion  by  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice  suggesting  that 
such  discrimination  was  justi¬ 
fied,  and  it  urged  all  of  the 
denomination’s  member 
societies  to  educate  themselves 
on  the  issue  and  take  action 
against  discrimination.  Recent¬ 
ly  the  Rev.  Carl  Thitchener  of 
Amherst,  N.Y.  made  national 
news  by  distributing  condoms 
during  a  church  service  on 
AIDS. 

The  Convocation  unani¬ 
mously  passed  a  resolution 
commending  the  work  of  UU 
ministers  like  Thitchener  and 
Rev.  Orloff  Miller  of  the  San 
Francisco  AIDS  Crisis  Ministry 
“in  striving  to  make  known  the 
reality  of  AIDS  and  in  edu¬ 
cating  not  only  their  own  con¬ 
gregations  but  also  many  other 
people  across  the  continent,” 
urging  churches  to  follow  their 
lead  and  hold  services  and 
forums  on  the  issue.  It  com¬ 
mended  the  UUA  for  its  sup¬ 
port  of  its  AIDS  Action  Work¬ 
ing  Group  and  requested  the 
hiring  of  a  full-time  staff  per¬ 
son  and  the  expansion  of  AIDS 
outreach  on  both  continental 
and  district  levels. 

The  conference  also  re¬ 


quested  that  the  Director  of  the 
OLGC  be  upgraded  from  a 
half-time  to  a  full-time  position 
It  donated  $2,000  from  its 
treasury  to  the  denomination 
toward  that  end. 

Another  resolution  strongly 
condemned  Canada  Customs’ 
practice  of  stopping  print  and 
non-print  media  on  lesbian  and 
gay  themes  coming  into  Can¬ 
ada,  which  “clearly  limits  the 
freedom  of  Canadians  to  read, 
a  freedom  on  which  our 
religious  liberty  is  based; 
and. .  .endangers  the  health 
and  safety  of  Canadians  by 
limiting  AIDS  prevention  in¬ 
formation  coming  into  Can¬ 
ada.”  Customs  officials  have 
repeatedly  seized  as  “por¬ 
nographic”  shipments  bound 
for  two  gay  bookstores,  Glad 
Day  in  Toronto  and  Little 
Sister’s  in  Vancouver.  Among 
books  seized  are:  Toward  a 
Theology  of  Gay  Liberation, 
The  Naked  Civil  Servant,  and 
The  Men  with  the  Pink 
Triangle.  (See  story,  p.  7) 

Other  events  at  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  included  discussion 
groups,  workshops  on  topics 
like  “Creative  Solutions  to 
Homophobia”  and  “Ministry 
for  Transformation,”  and  a 
Saturday  night  coffeehouse 
featuring  entertainment  and 
the  film  Track  Two,  about 
Toronto’s  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Before  closing,  par¬ 
ticipants  in  Convocation  con¬ 
ducted  the  Sunday  worship  ser¬ 
vice  at  the  First  Unitarian  Con¬ 
gregation. 


Continued  on  page  II 

Sable  Loses 
Bid  for  Office 

CHICAGO  —  Ron  Sable,  an  openly  gay  man  and  progressive 
activist  lost  his  bid  for  alderman  of  the  44th  ward  on  February  24. 

He  did,  however,  win  a  solid  47  percent  of  the  vote  against  incum¬ 
bent  Bernie  Hansen,  with  90  percent  of  the  vote  in. 

Local  activists  believe  Sable’s  strong  showing  will  bring  more 
power  to  lesbian  and  gay  men  in  this  city;  already,  they  say,  the  ef¬ 
fect  on  Hansen  is  showing.  While  Hansen  did  not  shy  away  from 
homophobic  remarks  earlier  in  the  race,  toward  the  end  of  the 
campaign  he  began  claiming  he  would  reintroduce  the  gay  rights 
ordinance  if  re-elected. 

Sable’s  plans  for  future  campaigns  are  unclear  at  present.  He 
did  say  he  will  keep  an  eye  on  Hansen  over  the  next  four  years. 

—filed  from  Boston  by  Stephanie  Poggi 

\ _ _ _ _ _ J 


Pundits  involved  in  the  letter  exchange  mention 
sexism,  racism,  and  heterosexism,  as  well  as 
burnout-ism,  egoistic  careerism,  shoddy  jour¬ 
nalism,  seedy  (read:  politically  incorrect)  porn, 
and  the  gall  of  a  lesbian  leader’s  supposed  foray 
into  heterosexuality . 


Page  4  •  Gay  Community  News,  March  1-7,  1987 


Community  Voices 

GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


ART  DIRECTOR 

Establish  overall  design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer 
artists)  front  cover,  centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Requires  strong 
graphic  design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specifications,  knowledge  of 
printing  techniques  and  previous  related  experience  preferred.  Application 
deadline:  February  28. 

FEATURES  EDITOR 

Recruit  and  sustain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign  and  edit  weekly  feature 
articles  and  calendar,  and  monthly  book  review.  Assist  in  design  of  features 
pages;  responsible  for  lay-out  of  features  pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing 
experience,  strong  verbal,  organizational  and  interpersonal  skills,  and  abili¬ 
ty  to  work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  experience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

Positions  require  familiarity  with  gay  and  lesbian  community;  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  and  collective 
decision-making;  and  an  awareness  of  class  issues. 

All  GCN  staff  members  receive  $180/week  plus  4  weeks  paid  vacation, 
complete  health/life  insurance  and  sick  leave.  GCN  also  offers  staff 
members  a  flexible,  non-hierarchical  work  setting,  with  room  for  in¬ 
dependence  and  innovation. 

Send  resumes  as  soon  as  possible  to  GCN  Job  Search,  167  Tremont  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


no  parole:  “gay  equals  confused” 


Dear  GCN: 

I  really  feel  I’m  being  treated  unfairly.  I’ve  met 
all  requirements  for  the  parole  board  but  they’ve 
Just  given  me  TWO  MORE  YEARS!  Saying  I’m 
tlconfused”  because  of  my  sexual  preference  be¬ 
ing  homosexual.  I’m  planning  on  taking  it  to 


court.  Any  legal  help  will  be  truly  appreciated. 
Thank  you, 

Prentise  Haywood 

36086 

Box  1568 

Hutchinson,  KS  67504 


ni 

allow  nambla 
meeting  space 

Dear  GCN: 

An  article  in  the  December  14  issue  of  GCN 
(“NAMBLA  Contests  Exclusion  from  NY  Ctr.”) 
mentions  the  support  given  by  the  Revolutionary 
Socialist  League  to  NAMBLA’s  struggle  to  gain 
meeting  space  at  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Communi¬ 
ty  Services  Center. 

We  would  like  to  reaffirm  our  support  for 
NAMBLA’s  struggle  to  gain  meeting  space  at  the 
Center.  Although  we  don’t  always  agree  with 
them,  we  still  feel  that  they  are  a  legitimate  part  of 
the  gay  community. 

But  we  strongly  disagree  with  NAMBLA’s 
latest  move,  namely  to  use  the  newly-adopted  gay 
rights  law  to  try  to  force  the  Gay  Community 
Center  to  allow  them  meeting  space.  We  are 
disturbed  that  NAMBLA  would  seek  to  redress 
their  genuine  grievances  against  the  Center  by  bring¬ 
ing  in  the  government.  The  government  and  its  in¬ 
stitutions  are  ultimately  the  enemies  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community.  They  are  unreliable,  at  best, 
in  the  conflicts  with  homophobic  bigotry.  But 
bringing  them  into  the  internal  affairs  of  our 
community  —  whatever  the  immediate  outcome 
—  will  set  a  dangerous  precedent.  NAMBLA, 
whose  very  purpose  involves  a  challenge  to  the 
law,  should  understand  this.  No  doubt  the  right- 
wing  forces  which  so  viciously  opposed  the 
passage  of  Intro  2  would  be  delighted  to  see  it 
used  as  a  weapon  against  the  Gay  Community 
Center. 

Yet  the  final  responsibility  for  this  situation 
does  not  lie  with  NAMBLA.  It  is  a  tragic  chapter 
in  the  history  of  the  gay  movement  that  a  Gay 
Community  Center  refuses  to  grant  a  controver¬ 
sial  part  of  the  gay  community  room  to  meet.  The 
fact  that  conservative  gay  financial  “backers”  of 
the  Center  threaten  to  withdraw  their  backing  if 
NAMBLA  were  allowed  to  meet  there  is  disgust¬ 
ing.  We  can  remember  ten  short  years  ago  when 
meeting  space  was  denied  to  us  by  similarly 
cowardly  liberals  because  lesbian  and  gays  were 
“too  controversial.”  We  remember  telling  them 
that  they  should  stick  to  their  principles  and  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  bullied  by  conservatives. 
Well,  the  Center  should  do  the  same.  It  is  these 
conservative  financial  “backers”  who  are  hurting 
the  Center,  not  NAMBLA.  The  fact  that  they  give 
money  does  not  mean  that  they  should  have  the 
right  to  hold  the  Center  hostage  to  their  own 
political  agenda. 

As  we  see  it,  the  solution  is  simple.  The  Com¬ 
munity  Center  should  allow  NAMBLA  to  use  it 
like  any  other  member  of  the  gay  community. 
Then  NAMBLA  would  undoubtedly  drop  its  mis¬ 
taken  action.  If  any  conservative  “supporters” 
withdraw  their  support,  the  Center  should  make 
their  names  public  so  that  the  ghy  community 
may  know  who  are  its  friends  and  who  are  not ! 
For  the  Revolutionary  Socialist  League, 

Steve  Rose 
Wayne  King 
Christopher  Z.  Hobson 
New  York,  NY 


npr’s  vicious 
stereotypes 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  been  thoroughly  enraged  by  the  “novel- 
in-progress”  on  National  Public  Radio’s  Sunday 
morning  show  “Weekend  Edition,”  and  now  I 
am  appalled  to  see  a  positive  review  of  this  anti¬ 
lesbian,  anti-feminist,  anti-gay  male  crap  appear 
in  Gay  Community  News  (Vol.  14,  No.  28,  p.  15). 

1  have  heard  the  first  and  third  installments  of 
the  serial,  those  written  by  David  Leavitt  and 
Scott  Spencer.  In  Leavitt’s,  images  such  as  mur¬ 
derous  lesbian  feminists  out  to  kill  right-wing 
women  occurred.  In  Spencer’s,  a  woman  mas¬ 
querading  as  a  gay  man  who  had  renounced  his 
homosexuality  because  of  the  influence  of  the  re¬ 
ligious  right,  is  then  implied  to  be  gearing  up  for 
the  seduction  of  the  virginal  college-age  son  of  the 
right-wing  leader.  1  don’t  find  these  images 
“satirical,  intellectual  and  political”  as  does 
GCN  reviewer  Dan  Page. 

In  fact,  I  find  it  so  offensive  to  be  hearing 
about  murderous  lesbian  feminists  and  pred¬ 
atory,  deceptive  women  on  National  Public 
Radio  that  I’ve  stopped  listening  to  “All  Things 
Considered,”  which  I  normally  hear  daily. 
Although  I’m  not  totally  satisfied  with  NPR’s 
coverage  of  gay  issues,  I  at  least  can  expect  them 
to  be  making  an  attempt  to  be  positive  on  lesbians 
and  gays.  When  I  hear  a  “friend,”  NPR,  un¬ 
leashing  horribly  stereotyped,  inaccurate  and 
downright  vile  anti-lesbian/feminist/gay  at¬ 
titudes,  I’m  scared  to  turn  my  radio  on  —  at  least 
when  I  listen  to  the  right-wing  talk  radio  or  the 
top-40  stations,  I  expect  to  hear  homophobic 
comments  and  jokes.  But  on  liberal,  well- 
meaning  “All  Things  Considered”!  I’m  not  a 
Susan  Stamberg  fan,  but  after  each  of  these  anti¬ 
gay  diatribes  she  has  been  so  fawningly  ap¬ 
preciative  of  the  “cleverness”  of  the  writers  that 
it  just  rubs  it  in  even  more,  to  hear  this  woman  ap¬ 
prove  of  these  male  writers  spewing  their  hostili¬ 
ty. 

More  than  20  years  ago  I  was  a  solid  listener, 
supporter  and  volunteer  for  WBAI  in  NY,  the 
Pacifia  listener-supported  radio  station  that  was 
the  forerunner  for  today’s  NPR.  On  that  station 
was  broadcast  the  first  gay  and  lesbian  radio 
shows  —  some  of  it  pre-Stonewall,  if  I  remember 
correctly.  NPR  owes  a  debt  to  every  fringe-y, 
radical,  risk-taking  listener,  broadcaster  and 
worker  who  helped  create  alternative  radio.  It 
sure  isn’t  being  repaid  by  ridiculing  us. I  urge 
everyone  concerned  to  write  to  their  local  NPR 
station  to  protest  the  Sunday  morning  “hate-fest 
in  progress.”  Reminds  me  a  lot  of  a  song  they  us¬ 
ed  to  play  on  WBAI:  Phil  Ochs’  “Love  Me,  I’m  a 
Liberal,”  a  song  about  the  limits  of  liberalism. 

And  as  far  as  the  reviewer,  Dan  Page,  goes,  1 
think  he  better  learn  more  about  what  lesbians 
and  feminists  consider  appropriate  satire  before 
he  does  any  more  reviewing.  Men  promoting  vic¬ 
ious  stereotypes  of  women  is  not  anything  to  en¬ 
courage. 

Sincerely, 

Maida  Tilchen 
Boston,  MA 


GCN  MOVE 

We’ll  be  moving  this  whole 
operation  (typesetting 
machine,  paperclips  &  all!)  in 
the  next  few  months  and  will 
need  some  labor  power  and 
some  know-how  (electrical, 
plumbing,  carpentry,  etc.)  If 
you’d  like  to  be  on  our  list  of 
people  to  call  (to  see  whether 
you’re  available  when  we  need 
your  kind  of  help),  please  call 
GCN/Move  426-4469  or  drop  us 
a  line.  THANKS! 


hopeful  of  support 
for  my  close  friend 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  sending  this  letter  to  you  hopeful  of  some 
outside  support  for  my  very  close  friend  Israel 
Perkins,  who  is  presently  being  held  in  the 
administration-lockdown  (the  Hole).  He  was  the 
victim  of  a  cowardly  attack  by  prison  officials 
here  at  the  Louisiana  State  Pen. 

Israel  has  always  been  out-spoken  in  his  views 
and  his  rejection  of  the  old  stereo-type  applied  to 
Gay-Prisoners  here  at  Angola,  as  being  sub¬ 
human,  weak,  too  passive,  without  dignity-pride, 
and  to  accept  the  many  derogatory  terms  and  or 
labels  which  are  so  common  around  here  (gay- 
boy,  whore,  bitch).  Israel  has  stood  firm  in  his 
convictions. 

On  the  5th  of  February  Israel  was  taken  before 
a  special  review  board  for  work  assignment.  By 
being  Black  and  Gay  the  normal  procedure  is  to 
classify  one  to  the  Cellblock  and  Slavery  in  the 
Farm-Line  at  2'  an  hour.  Israel  refused  this 
transfer  and  requested  to  remain  in  the  CCR- 
lockup.  Its  a  common  practice  for  prisoners  who 
refuse  to  do  slave  work  to  be  placed  in  CCR- 
lockup,  but  in  this  case  Israel  was  made  to  place 
his  arms  outside  the  cell-bars  to  be  handcuffed 
and  shackled  (leg-irons  and  restraining  belt). 
When  he  requested  to  have  the  cuffs  loosened 
because  they  were  cutting  off  his  circulation,  he 
was  attacked  by  both  the  captain  and  the  sgt.  with 
fists  and  foots  and  got  bruised  on  the  face  and 
back.  For  no  justifiable  reason  whatever  he  was 
beaten  very  badly  and  sprayed  with  mace.  This 
was  all  done  while  he  was  handcuffed  and  shackl¬ 
ed  down.  He  was  refused  medical  attention  too. 
(This  is  an  old  prison  policy  when  the  officials 
pull  off  some  abuse  and  they  want  to  hide  their 
deeds,  so  instead  of  sending  the  victim  to  the 
hospital  they  put  them  in  the  Hole,  knowing  full 
well  that  a  couple  of  days  gone  by  will  cause  the 
bruises  to  heal  etc.) 

Israel’s  plight  goes  much  deeper.  Being  Gay  he 
have  had  to  deal  with  un-just  and  racist  legal 
system  here  which  is  the  worst  in  the  USA.  Being 
poor,  Gay  and  Black,  he  was  given  a  sentence  of 
20  years,  not  for  murder,  robbery,  rape  or  other 
violent  crime,  but  for  receiving  stolen  property; 
after  making  a  plea  bargain  in  which  he  was  told 
he  would  receive  4  years  by  his  public  (state  ap¬ 
pointed  lawyer)  and  he  was  told  a  lie  and  given  the 
maximum  sentence. 

Israel  have  had  to  suffer  a  great  deal  without 
family  or  real  friends  outside.  He  is  doomed  to  a 
system  that  do  not  have  any  feelings.  It  is  a  dead- 
un-just  system  thats  built  on  lies,  and  conducted 
in  a  manner  that  reminds  one  of  a  crooked  card 
game.  The  whole  thing  is  stacked  against  you. 

I  have  been  in  prison  for  over  16  years  and  I 
have  witnessed  first  hand  the  un-just  system  in 
this  state.  I  am  concern  about  Israel  and  I  know 
that  he  need  out-side  support  to  help  him  off-set  a 
slow  death  in  a  prison  system  that  runs  along  the 
old  slave-master/plantation  style,  and  its  either 
conform  to  that  system  or  be  isolated  in  a  small 
cage.  Israel  does  not  have  a  history  of  any 
violence  and  he  should  not  have  been  sent  here  for 
20  years. 

I  am  hoping  you  can  find  the  space  and  time  to 
publish  this  letter.  It  is  vital  that  outside  sources 
know  of  Israel  plight  here  in  this  hell  hole  because 
he  refuse  to  adhere  to  the  lowest  form  of 
dehumanization  and  the  old  stereo-type,  and  ac¬ 
cept  the  old  slave  mentality  thats  very  common 
here. 

Must  he  be  forgotten  and  cast  aside  as  just 
another  wasted  life  in  a  sea  of  plenty?  He  must 
know  there  are  concern  Gay’s  who  can  voice  their 
feelings  of  out-rage  by  sending  a  letter  of  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  following  state  officials: 

C.  Paul  Phelps,  Sec.  of  Corrections  &  Public 
Safety,  Box  44303,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70804; 
Attorney  General  William  Guste,  State  Capitol 
Bldg,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70804. 

Letters  of  concern  and  support  can  also  be  sent 
directly  to  Israel  Perkins,  107028,  CBC-Main 
Prison,  Angola  LA  70712.  He  can  receive  all  mail 
but  he  is  unable  to  write  letters  while  there. 

My  thanks  to  you  in  advance  for  your  efforts  in 
this  matter  and  to  all  those  at  GCN  for  your  un¬ 
tiring  efforts  to  educate/inform.  Keep  up  the 
good  work  you  are  doing.  Its  never  ending  until 
there  is  a  just  society  for  all  in  the  US  of  A. 
Sincerely,  I  am 
Nyati  Bolt 

72821  Camp  J-Gar-4-R-9 
Angola,  LA  70712 
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Speaking  Out - 

This  is  My  Revolution:  A  Response  to  Hunt’s 
Review  of  “Feminism,  Sexuality  and  Power” 


By  Celeste  Friend 


Within  the  feminist  debate  around  issues  of  sexuality,  a  lot  of  distortion  takes  place. 
Distortion  of  facts,  of  people’s  positions,  of  what  people  actually  said,  etc.  Much  of  this 
distortion  was  evident  in  the  aftermath  of  the  “Feminism,  Sexuality  and  Power”  conference 
which  took  place  at  Mt.  Holyoke  College  this  past  October.  At  best,  this  distortion  is  caused 
by  simple  misinterpretation  and  a  lack  of  good  listening  skills.  At  worst,  it  is  a  deliberate 
effort  to  confuse  the  issue. 

In  the  December  7-13  issue  of  GCN,  in  an  article  entitled,  “Discord  in  the  Happy 
Valley:  Report  of  a  Conference  on  Feminism,  Sexuality  and  Power”  by  Margaret  Hunt, 
many  of  these  distortions  surfaced. 

To  begin  with,  I  was  disturbed  at  how  three  of  the  feminists  who  spoke  at  the 
conference  were  referred  to  as  somehow  being  “new”  Radical  Feminists.  First,  Sheila 
Jeffreys  is  not  a  Radical  Feminist  and  does  not  identify  herself  as  such.  She  is  a 
Revolutionary  Feminist  as  she  comes  from  England,  where  the  Revolutionary  Feminist 
corresponds  to  the  American  Radical  Feminist. 

But,  more  importantly,  Sheila  Jeffreys,  Julia  Penelope  and  Janice  Raymond  are  not,  as 
Hunt  claims,  “new”  Radical  Feminists  or  new  to  Radical  Feminism.  All  three  have  long 
been  active  as  feminists,  scholars  and  lesbians.  They  have  each  been  self-identified  as 
Radical  or  Revolutionary  Feminists  for  several  years.  To  now  refer  to  these  women  as  “new” 
Radical  Feminists  is  an  insult  to  the  commitment,  energy  and  passion  which  these  women 
have  given  to  feminism  and  the  women’s  movement.  I  believe  that  feminists  deserve  better 
treatment  from  each  other. 

Radical  Feminism  has  long  maintained  that  lesbian  sadomasochism  incorporates  a 
male  model  of  sexuality  which,  at  the  very  least,  condones  violence  against  women,  and  at 
worst,  strengthens  male  domination  and  commits  violence  against  women.  Hunt  certainly 
has  every  right  to  disagree  with  these  tenets  of  Radical  Feminism.  However,  if  she  finds  her 
beliefs  or  politics  in  discord  with  those  of  Radical  Feminism,  then  it  would  only  seem  logical 

I  am  filled  with  rage  at  what  I  consider  to 
be  a  limiting  of  my  own  sexuality  by  rein¬ 
forcing  the  ideology  that  women  do  enjoy 
being  ‘  fucked 99  either  with  dildoes  or 

fists  . . . 

that  she  should  re-evaluate  her  self-claimed  identity  as  a  Radical  Feminist,  rather  than  try  to 
redefine  the  term  to  suit  her  personal  world-view. 

Another  problem  I  found  with  Hunt’s  representation  of  the  Radical  Feminists  who 
spoke  at  the  conference  is  her  claim  that  for  these  women  “economics,  culture  (apart  from 
representations  of  sex),  socialization,  reproductive  issues,  have  all  faded  into  the 
background.”  Hunt  is  apparently  unaware  of  the  fact  that  Janice  Raymond  has  been 
extremely  active  in  the  area  of  reproductive  issues  for  several  years.  She  is  on  the 
Coordinating  Commitee  of  the  Feminist  International  Network  of  Resistance  to 
Reproductive  and  Genetic  Engineering  (FINRRAGE).  She  has  also  served  as  both  National 
and  International  Coordinator  for  FINRRAGE  and  has  published  essays  on  the  subject  of 
patriarchy’s  domination  of  women’s  bodily  integrity  through  the  use  of  reproductive 
technologies,  and  has  published  a  book  on  medical  domination  of  women,  The  Transsexual 
Empire.  Raymond’s  very  point  at  the  beginning  of  her  talk  at  the  conference  was  that  too 
much  emphasis  is  placed  on  sex  within  the  feminist  movement.  (Is  this  what  Hunt  refers  to 
when  she  also  calls  Jeffreys,  Penelope  and  Raymond  the  “anti-sex  group”?) 

To  claim  that  for  these  women  other  manifestations  of  women’s  oppression  have  “all 
faded  into  the  background”  is  not  only  to  distort  the  truth  of  the  matter  but  is  also  to  ignore 
the  contributions  that  these  women  have  made  to  the  women’s  movement. 

Hunt  also  misrepresents  the  issue  of  consent  as  it  was  discussed  by  Jeffreys,  Penelope 
and  Raymond.  The  allegation  is  made  that  they  claim  “there  is  no  free  choice. .  .consent  is 
an  ontological  impossibility.  Free  will  is  an  illusion.”  Hunt  here  manages  to  perpetuate  an 
age-old  dichotomy  concerning  the  issue  of  consent.  Neither  consent  nor  free  choice  are  as 
simple  as  Hunt  would  lead  us  to  believe.  How  we  make  choices  is  deeply  influenced  by  how 
we  are  socialized,  by  what  we  have  been  taught  to  accept  as  good  or  bad,  by  what  options  are 
available  to  us  and  our  relative  ability  to  act  on  those  options.  Images,  which  exist 
everywhere  and  tell  us  over  and  over  again  that  power  and  sexuality  are  inseparable  and  that 
dichotomies  such  as  dominance/submission  are  inseparable  from  sexuality  limit  our  ability 
to  choose,  because  they  tell  us  what  is  acceptable,  what  is  good,  and  most  importantly,  what 
is  available.  The  issue  is  not  “whether  ‘real’  consent  is  ever  possible  in  a  patriarchal 
society,”  but  how  our  consent  and  choice  are  limited  in  a  heterosexist,  male-dominated  and 
sexist  society  and  how  we  can  work  to  expand  options  for  women  so  that  our  choices  and  our 
consent  become  more  and  more  genuine.  The  Radical  Feminist  critique  of  sexuality  does 
just  this  because  it  fundamentally  questions  assumptions  concerning  how  we  live  and  how 
we  make  our  choices. 

The  article  also  states  that  Radical  Feminists  imply  that  women  who  participate  in  SM 
are  somehow  less  victimized  by  patriarchy  than  other  women.  Rather,  what  Radical 
Feminists  (at  least  those  who  spoke  at  the  conference)  maintain  is  that  while  women  who 
participate  in  SM  may  be  just  as  victimized  by  male  violence  etc.,  they  also  participate  in  a 
sexuality  which  many  women,  apparently  including  Hunt,  find  to  be  misogynist,  contrary  to 
the  aims  of  feminism,  and  a  reflection  of  a  male-defined  and  male-valued  sexuality.  Their 
involvement  in  SM  indicates  that  they  are  so  oppressed  by  an  ideology  which  not  only  hates 
women,  but  also  seeks  to  make  women  hate  themselves  and  each  other,  that  they  “choose” 
to  be  a  part  of  it  and  believe  themselves  to  be  partaking  of  liberation. 

In  discussing  what  SM  is,  Hunt  does  not  look  closely  enough  at  what  she  ultimately 
defends  (she  at  least  defends  the  right  of  women  to  participate  in  their  “chosen”  sexuality).  I 
have  spent  many  painful  hours  reading  the  literature  of  SM  lesbians.  It  enrages  and  saddens 
me  at  the  same  time.  I  am  filled  with  rage  at  what  I  consider  to  be  a  limiting  of  my  own 
sexuality  by  reinforcing  the  ideology  that  women  indeed  do  enjoy  being  “fucked”  either 
with  dildoes  or  fists  and  that  real  sex  must  involve  penetration  (how  many  times  have  men 
told  us  that  all  we  need  is  a  good  screw?),  and  many  other  ideas  revolving  around  sexuality 
which  contribute  to  and  reinforce  images  of  women  as  everything  that  a  male  world  has  tried 
to  make  us  believe  we  are.  Pat  Califia,  in  her  book  Sapphistry:  The  Book  of  Lesbian 
Sexuality,  writes,  “In  an  S/M  context,  humiliation  is  defined  as  a  deliberate  lowering  of  the 
bottom’s  status”  (humiliation  being  a  specific  category  with  SM).  Exactly  what  a 
misogynist  world  has  told  us  for  thousands  upon  thousands  of  years.  She  goes  on  to  write, 
“The  bottom  may  be  treated  as  if  she  were  an  object,  an  animal,  a  slave,  or  the  top’s 
inferior.”  Exactly  as  men  have  treated  and  do  treat  women.  Exactly.  Califia,  an  advocate  of 
and  spokeswoman  for  SM,  herself  was  convicted  in  court  of  charges  brought  by  her  former 
lover  stemming  from  her  act  of  carving  a  swastika  into  her  Jewish  lover’s  back  with  a  razor 
blade. 

A  term  which  often  appears  in  writings  on  SM  is  “vanilla  sex.”  It  is  used  to  refer  to 
non-SM  sex,  i.e.,  sex  in  which  pain  is  not  used  to  attain  pleasure  and  role  playing  of 
dominance/submission  is  not  integral  to  the  interaction.  While  those  who  practice  and/or 
defend  SM  claim  that  what  they  wish  for  from  those  who  criticize  them  is  to  not  be  judged, 
the  term  “vanilla”  in  reference  to  sex  is  a  strong  judgement.  Vanilla  has  connotations  of 


being  lacking  in  taste,  monotonous  and  other  things  which  many  women  would  not  want 
their  sexuality  to  be  considered.  The  use  of  this  term  would  seem  to  suggest  that  sex  must  be 
either  powerful,  forceful,  lusty  and  passionate,  or  sweet,  gentle,  sentimental  and  “soft”  — 
one  or  the  other,  and  nothing  else. 

The  most  disturbing  misrepresentation  which  appeared  in  Hunt’s  article  concerns  a 
distortion  in  what  one  of  the  Radical  Feminists  actually  said.  Hunt  writes  of  Raymond, 
“Frequent  analogies  were  made,  for  example,  between  lesbian  s/m  and  Nazism,  much  to  the 
distress  not  only  of  some  of  the  people  in  the  audience  who  did  s/m  (including  several  who 
were  Jewish),  but  of  a  prominent  feminist  historian  of  the  Holocaust  who  happened  also  to 
be  attending  the  conference.”  I  don’t  know  what  conference  Hunt  attended,  but  it 
certainly  couldn’t  have  been  the  same  Feminism,  Sexuality  and  Power  conference  which  I 
went  to. 

First  of  all,  there  were  no  “frequent  analogies. .  .between  lesbian  s/m  and  Nazism” 
made  by  Janice  Raymond.  The  only  reference  to  Nazism  occurred  when  Raymond  stated 
that  when  Libertarian  Feminists  defend  and  support  pornography  (as  well  as  SM),  they 
ignore  the  testimony  of  the  victims  of  violence  against  women  and  pornography.  In  doing 
so,  Raymond  maintained,  “They  are,  at  worst,  comparable  to  those  people  who  deny  that 
the  Holocaust  ever  happened,  despite  the  witness  and  testimony  of  those  who  survived 
persecution  at  the  hands  of  the  Nazis.”  I  find  it  difficult  to  interpret  Hunt’s  distortion  of 
Raymond’s  words.  At  best,  she  simply  did  not  listen  well  enough,  or  did  not  take  notes 
clearly.  At  worst,  however,  she  deliberately  attempted  to  confuse  the  issue  by 
misrepresenting  the  positions  of  the  feminists  whom  she  seeks  to  discredit. 

Second  of  all,  the  “prominent  feminist  historian  of  the  Holocaust”  who  Hunt  referred 
to  did  not,  as  Hunt  maintained  in  the  article,  simply  happen  to  attend  the  conference.  She 
was  one  of  the  conference’s  organizers,  and  also  moderated  one  of  the  panels  following  the 
one  at  which  Raymond  and  Penelope  spoke.  While  in  the  role  of  moderator,  this  prominent 
historian  chose  to  condemn  Raymond  for  the  same  alleged  analogies  made  to  Nazism  which 
Hunt  fabricated  in  her  article. 

Early  in  her  article,  Hunt  states  that  the  lesbain  “s/m  debate  is  a  focus  for  a  number  of 
more  basic  conflicts  that  go  to  the  heart  of  what  the  women’s  movement  means.”  I  agree.  I 
believe  that  these  basic  conflicts  center  on  whether  or  not  we  as  feminists  should  change  the 
way  the  world  looks  or  actually  change  the  world.  They  ultimately  involve  how  we  will 
search  for  meaning  in  a  world  which  devalues  and  hates  us. 

If  feminism,  and  especially  lesbian  feminism  is  truly  to  move  towards  a  world  in  which 
women  are  allowed  to  be  full  human  beings,  we  must  first  move  beyond  old  values  and 
dichotomies  which  limit  our  choices  and  options.  We  must  be  able  to  see  beyond  what  we 
have  been  able  to  see  in  the  past,  including  dominance/submission,  pain  as  pleasure,  woman 
as  masochist,  ad  nauseam.  There  has  got  to  be  a  better  world,  a  world  in  which  genuine 
personal  freedom  can  exist. 

In  concluding  her  article,  Hunt  writes,  “This  is  not  my  revolution.”  Well,  this  is  my 
revolution.  I  will  fight  it  with  all  the  energy,  courage,  passion,  joy  and  commitment  I  can 
muster.  Until  I  die.  That’s  a  promise  to  those  who  stand  in  struggle  beside  me  and  a  warning 
to  those  who  stand  in  my  way. 

Celeste  Friend  resides  in  Sunderland,  Mass.  She  is  currently  a  student  of  Women ’s 
Studies  and  Philosophy  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  at  Amherst. 

©  1987  Celeste  Friend 

‘Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  1 67  T remont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Canada  Customs 

Continued  from  page  1 


Nancy  Gentile 


December  10.  Glad  Day  had  a 
similar  value  of  materials  seized 
last  summer. 

While  Customs  officials  con¬ 
tend  such  seizures  are  always  open 
to  appeal,  the  process,  which  in¬ 
volves  challenging  individual  book 
bans  at  two  upper  levels  of  the 
Customs  bureaucracy,  “usually 
fails,”  according  to  McPhee. 
Jearld  Moldenhauer,  owner  of 
Glad  Day,  added  that  between  his 
store  and  Little  Sisters,  over  100 
appeals  have  already  been  filed  — 
with  negligible  results. 

Bookstore  workers  are  also 
angry  that  gay/lesbian  publica¬ 
tions  disallowed  at  their  stores  are 
often  available  at  other  non-gay 
stores.  Another  example  frequent¬ 
ly  cited  of  anti-gay  bias  on  the  part 
of  Customs  is  the  fact  that  The  Joy 
of  Sex  is  allowed  into  the  country 


while  The  Joy  of  Gay  Sex  is  not. 

A  legal  challenge  to  the  ban  on 
the  latter  book  was  heard  in  court 
last  month  and  a  decision  is  ex¬ 
pected  sometime  at  the  end  of 
March.  (See  GCN,  Vol.14,  No.27) 

Gay  bookstores  and  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Committee  against  Customs 
Censorship  continue  to  fight  the 
denial  of  lesbian/gay  importations 
through  appeals,  court  battles  and 
demonstrations.  But  the  prospects 
for  increasing  the  rights  of  lesbian 
and  gay  readers  in  Canada  look 
dim  for  the  present.  And  although 
U.S.  readers  have  yet  to  experience 
the  same  wholesale  censorship  of 
lesbian/gay  materials,  the  Meese 
Pornography  Commission  and 
fundamentalists  have  the  backing 
of  the  Reagan  administration  to 
begin  moving  steadily  toward 
limiting  such  material  —  a  fact 
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Greig  seemed  to  believe  validates 
Canada’s  practices.  He  noted, 
“There  are  responsible  people  in 
the  U.S.  too  who  think  this  [gay 
material]  is  not  the  kind  of 
material  we  want  to  have.” 

Commenting  on  the  chilling  ef¬ 
fect  of  censorship  both  for  Cana¬ 
dian  and  U.S.  gay  people,  Joe 
Beam,  said,  “[My]  fear  all  along  is 
the  kind  of  censorship  that  govern¬ 
ment  agencies  of  this  type  are  talk¬ 
ing  about.  When  we  begin  to  say 
what  we  won’t  allow  to  be  printed, 
we’re  beginning  to  infringe  on  an 
individual’s  right  to  know.  Con¬ 
current  with  new  laws  around  drug 
testing,  mandatory  HIV  testing 
and  the  Hardwick  decision 
[upholding  sodomy  laws],  my 
right  as  an  individual  to  pursue 
things  privately  is  violated.” 

— filed from  Boston 


By  Deb  Leavitt 
and  Anne  Phibbs 
ORLAND,  ME  —  Nancy  Gen¬ 
tile,  36,  died  Saturday,  January  24 
in  a  single-car  accident  in  Holden, 
Maine.  Nancy  was  well-known  in 
the  lesbian,  gay,  feminist  and  pro- 
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gressive  communities  of  Maine. 

Most  recently,  Nancy  was  Exec- 
utive  Director  of  Parents 
Anonymous  of  Maine.  She  was, 
however,  most  well-known  for  her 
work  in  the  battered  women’s 
movement.  Nancy  was  one  of  the 
original  organizers  and  the  first 
director  of  Spruce  Run,  the  shelter 
for  battered  women  and  their 
children  in  Bangor,  Maine.  She 
was  also  a  founding  member  and 
first  President  of  the  Maine  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Family  Crisis  Services. 

At  a  memorial  service  held  on 
January  27  in  Orland,  over  200 
people  gathered  to  share  both  their 
grief  and  their  memories  of  Nancy. 
One  of  Nancy’s  co-workers  in  the 
domestic  violence  movement, 
Jackie,  remembered  her  as  having  a 
“rare  abilty  to  combine  a  commit¬ 
ment  and  a  seriousness  of  purpose 
to  bring  about  social  change 
and . . .  her  immense  ability  to 
bring  a  sense  of  fun.”  Others  also 
remembered  Nancy’s  incredible 
sense  of  humor,  which  had  a  habit 
of  surfacing  at  the  most  stressful 
of  times. 

Recently,  Nancy  had  become  in¬ 
volved  in  the  anti-intervention 
movement,  helping  to  found  and 
coordinate  the  Bucksport  Peace 
Action  Committee  and  traveling  to 
Nicaragua  with  Witness  for  Peace 
in  March  of  1986. 

Nancy  will  be  missed  by  Roberta 
K.,  her  partner  of  one  year,  and  by 
Jonas,  Heather  and  Marian  Allen, 
with  whom  she  lived  for  six  years. 
She  will  also  be  missed  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  with  whom  she  worked 
throughout  the  state  of  Maine  and 
by  her  many  friends  in  the  lesbian, 
gay  and  feminist  communities. 

Those  who  wish  to  may  donate 
in  her  memory  to  the  Maine  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Family  Crisis  Services,  c/o 
Spruce  Run  Association,  Box  653, 
Bangor,  Maine,  04401. 
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Learning  Attitude:  Gay  Men’s  Self-Defense 


By  E.  G.  Martin 

Gaybashing  can  happen  when 
you’re  walking  down  a  dark  alley. 
It  can  happen  while  you’re  riding 
the  subway.  As  recent  events  in 
Boston  have  shown,  it  can  even 
happen  while  you’re  walking  past 
a  fire  station.  But  learning  self- 
defense  can  prepare  you  for  an  at¬ 
tack.  The  tactics  can  involve  a 
variety  of  karate  moves  —  hits  to 
the  body,  strong  verbal  defense  — 
but  those  are  only  the  exteriors. 

True  self-defense  begins  with 
the  awakening  of  the  mind  and  the 
body.  That  is  the  heart  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  for  Beth  Sommers  and  Cathy 
Hoffman,  two  women  who  recent¬ 
ly  taught  a  six-week  self-defense 
course  for  gay  men. 

Hoffman  and  Sommers  are  in¬ 
structors  at  the  San  Chin  Women’s 
School  of  Karate  and  Self- 
Defense,  in  Cambridge,  Mass. 
They  have  applied  the  techniques 
used  in  their  self-defense  courses 
for  women  in  their  class  for  the  gay 
men,  including  ways  to  fall 
without  getting  hurt,  grabs, 
chokes  and  a  host  of  other 
methods  to  ward  off  attackers. 

The  course  was  “an  eclectic 
style”  that  is  less  a  single 
discipline.  The  ethics  of  martial 
arts  do  not  apply  when  gaybashers 
attack  —  you  fight  back  the  best 
way  you  know  how.  “This  is  about 
street  fighting  where  someone  is 
not  attacked  in  an  ethical 
manner,”  Sommers  said. 

As  soon  as  someone  approaches 
to  attack,  the  aim  is  not  to  politely 
react.  Defending  yourself  against 
gaybashing  is  political  struggle  at 
its  most  primal.  Gay  men  are  at¬ 
tacked  because  they  are  seen  as 
helpless,  or  unwilling  to  fight 
back,  Sommers  observed.  The  first 
step  is  to  realize  that  you  aren’t  a 
victim,  and  to  act  that  way.  Look 
your  attacker  in  the  eye  and  say, 
“Get  out  of  my  way!”  Sommers 
further  advises  that  you  don’t 
avert  your  eyes  by  staring  at  your 
new  Reeboks.  Don’t  shrink  away 
in  fear.  “If  you  do,  you’l  look  like 
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you’re  wimpy  and  will  easily  fall 
apart,”  she  added. 

By  looking  strong,  you  are  more 
likely  to  ward  off  confrontations 
because  attackers  are  not  looking 
for  a  fair  fight,  Sommers  said.  It’s 
best  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  where 
you’re  going.  Take  up  space  and 
be  a  presence  —  not  a  target. 

“We  had  an  exercise  in  the  class 
where  everyone  walked  around  in 
a  circle.  We  had  them  walk  around 
as  if  they  were  victims.  And  then 
we  had  them  make  themselves 
look  strong,”  Sommers  said.  “It’s 
a  very  interesting  kind  of 
exercise.” 

If  creating  a  scene  doesn’t  deter, 
there  are  a  number  of  punches  and 
kicks  at  your  disposal.  In  their 
training,  the  two  women  strive  to 
teach  efficient,  strategic  hits.  One 
of  the  more  vulnerable  areas  is  the 
kneecap  which  can’t  stand 
anything  over  20  pounds  of 
pressure.  The  face,  the  eyes  and 
the  throat  are  often  good  targets. 
Also,  when  someone  has  a  knife, 
you  can  shield  your  hand  with  a 
sweater  or  jacket  and,  in  retalia¬ 
tion,  knock  the  weapon  away. 
That  maneuver  also  affords  you 
the  chance  to  strike  at  the  face  or 
throat. 

“Do  whatever  technique  works 
and  then  run  away,”  Sommers 
said.  “The  idea  is  not  to  engage  in 
conversation  but  to  make  your 
wishes  known  fast.” 

Throughout  the  encounter,  you 
should  keep  your  cool.  Keep  your 
breathing  under  control  and  con¬ 
trol  your  thoughts  and  actions. 
“When  you  lose  it  in  your  mind, 
you  lose  it  on  the  street,”  she  said. 
Also,  keep  in  mind  that  when  the 
bashers  attack,  they’re  opening 
themselves  up  as  well. 

One  of  the  participants  in  the 
class,  Read  Weaver,  said  he  learn¬ 
ed  that  the  best  way  to  prevent  gay 
bashing  is  to  draw  attention  to 
yourself.  “The  more  people  who 


pay  attention  to  the  dangerousness 
of  the  situation,  the  less  likely  that 
it’s  going  to  happen,”  he  said. 
Before,  in  high  school,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  he  would  never  have  consid¬ 
ered  making  a  spectacle  of  himself. 
Now,  if  faced  by  attackers,  he  will 
be  loud. 

Read  attended  other  self- 
defense  classes  years  ago  but  noted 
that  this  recent  class  has  a  political 
bent  to  it.  Read  knows  that  when 
people  jeer  at  him,  point  and 
laugh,  there  exists  the  potential  for 
harm.  He  has  been  beaten  up  once 
by  men  who  knew  he  was  gay.  He 
has  since  been  mugged  but  he  said 
it  wasn’t  a  gaybashing. 

“I  guess  I  was  aware  that  I  could 
have  used  some  of  the  things  I 
learned  in  the  classes.  I  also  feel 
that  in  the  past  class . . .  there  could 
have  been  more  practice  in  the 
realistic  setting,”  he  said.  He  said 
he  would  take  part  in  an  advanced 
class  if  one  were  offered. 

“I  think  what  I  learned  most 
clearly  was  that  I  should  present 
myself  as  someone  not  having  to 
take  that  shit,”  he  said.  The  big¬ 
gest  outcome  of  the  sessions,  he 
thought,  would  be  the  prolifera- 
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tion  of  self-defense  techniques 
among  gay  men. 

Building  a  new  awareness  of  the 
street  brings  a  new  awareness  of 
yourself,  Sommers  said.  “Part  of 
what  we’re  trying  to  do  is  to  create 
a  more  non-violent  society.  It’s 
not  that  we  want  everyone  to  be 
Rambo.”  On  the  contrary,  the 
martial  arts  have  a  history  of  giv¬ 
ing  a  variety  of  people  freedom 
from  their  oppressors  by  instilling 
confidence  based  on  the  bonding 
of  mind,  spirit  and  body.  That 
process  is  a  building  one  which 
starts  with  the  individual  learning 
his  strength  and  then  applying  it 
against  several  attackers.  But  the 
skills  are  defensive,  and  used  as  a 
last  resort. 

The  fees  for  the  classes  taught 


by  Sommers  and  Hoffman  for  gay 
men  are  on  a  sliding  scale  that 
starts  at  $40  and  can  go  as  high  as 
$60.  “People  decide  for  themselves 
what  they’d  like  to  pay,”  Som¬ 
mers  said. 

In  every  class,  there  are  discus¬ 
sions  of  physical  abuse  suffered  by 
the  participants.  Sommers  said 
that  in  every  class  that  she  has 
done  for  women  at  least  half  of  the 
participants  have  revealed  that 
they  have  been  abused  “in  some 
kind  of  way.” 

“Unfortunately,  it’s  something 
that  society  condones. . ..  But  the 
more  who  deal  with  it,  the  more 
they  become  forces  for  change,” 
she  said. 

There  are  other  self-defense 
classes  offered  in  the  Boston  area. 
The  Metropolitan  Health  Club  on 
Columbus  Avenue  has  started  a 
five-week  course  for  $30  that 
meets  every  Monday  night  at  8:30 
starting  February  2. 

In  April,  the  Center  for 
Women’s  Safety  at  236  Hun¬ 
tington  Avenue  on  the  Fenway  will 
be  offering  a  self-defense  course 
that  will  be  spread  out  over  three 
or  four  nights,  according  to  Dede 
Ketover  of  the  women’s  center. 

The  courses  will  cover  a  variety 
of  techniques  and  the  only  ground 
rule,  as  Sommers  stressed,  is  to  use 
whatever  works. 

“The  idea  is  to  do  whatever 
technique  will  disable  the 
attacker,”  she  said,  “and  then  run 
away.” 

>il 
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Black 


By  Charley  Shively 

Black  gay  poets  share  a  precious  and  painful 
heritage  from  slavery.  Frederick  Douglass  in  his  Life  of 
An  American  Slave  (1845)  wrote  of  the  Black  plantation 
songs  which  awakened  revolt  in  him:  "While  on  their 
way,  they  would  make  the  dense  old  woods,  for  miles 
around  reverberate  with  their  wild  songs,  revealing  at 
once  the  highest  joy  and  the  deepest  sadness .... 
Slaves  sing  most  when  they  are  most  unhappy.  The 
songs  of  the  slave  represent  the  sorrows  of  his  heart; 
and  he  is  relieved  by  them,  only  as  an  aching  heart  is 
relieved  by  its  tears." 

In  his  1855  Leaves  of  Grass  preface,  Walt  Whitman 
proclaimed  that,  "The  attitude  of  great  poets  is  to 
cheer  up  slaves  and  horrify  despots."  He  had  no  sym¬ 
pathy  for  an  art  separated  from  either  life  or  sex,  but 
he  was  neither  a  slave  nor  Black,  and  in  his  gay  ness  he 
struggled  not  to  become  the  representative  faggot. 
Every  Black  artist  struggles  with  this  double  bind  of 
colonization:  to  be  oneself,  to  be  human,  to  be  free 
without  becoming  a  stereotype,  without  fleeing 
oneself,  without  betraying  oneself.  During  the  1920s' 
Harlem  Renaissance,  Langston  Hughes  eloquently 
stated  the  issue: 

We  younger  Negro  artists  who  create  now  intend  to  ex¬ 
press  our  individual  dark-skinned  selves  without  fear 
or  shame.  If  white  people  are  pleased  we  are  glad.  If 
they  are  not,  it  doesn't  matter.  We  know  we  are 
beautiful.  And  ugly  too.  The  tom-tom  cries  and  the 
tom-tom  laughs.  If  colored  people  are  pleased  we  are 
glad.  If  they  are  not,  their  displeasure  doesn't  matter 
either.  We  build  our  temples  for  tomorrow,  strong  as 
we  know  how,  and  we  stand  on  top  of  the  mountain, 
free  within  ourselves.  • 

And  James  Baldwin  recently  (May  27,  1986)  con¬ 
cluded  an  Advocate  interview  by  saying,  "It's  not  im¬ 
portant  to  be  gay ...  or  important  to  be  white ...  or  im¬ 
portant  to  be  black.  What's  important  is  to  be  you." 

The  Black  gay  male  poet  faces  an  additional  bind 
in  his  gayness:  for  a  Black  man  to  become  free  is  to 
become  a  MAN.  To  become  a  faggot  is  to  become  a 


NO-MAN.  In  April,  1982,  Ebony  ran  an  article  "Is 
homosexuality  a  Threat  to  the  Black  Family?"  Dr. 
June  Dobbs  Butts  concluded  no,  but  she  set  down 
seven  myths:  (1)  White  people  "caused"  homosexuali¬ 
ty  to  occur  in  the  Black  community;  (2)  Homosexuality 
will  halt  or  decrease  the  birth  rate  of  Black  children;  (3) 
"By  not  having  kids,  my  son  (or  my  daughter)  is 
depriving  me  of  the  privilege  of  becoming  a  grand¬ 
father  (or  a  grandmother);  (5)  Once  you  try  it  you're 
addicted;  (6)  It's  catching;  (7)  "Homosexuals  are  like 
that  because  they  were  raised  in  a  matriarchy." 

Ishmael  Reed  has  taken  it  upon  himself  to  attack 
Black  women  (especially  those  who  are  successful 
authors)  because  they  represent  matriarchy  to  him. 
Stanley  Crouch  has  gone  after  the  faggots.  His  Village 
Voice  articles  state  the  dilemma  for  the  Black,  gay 
author:  "Homosexuality  is  a  form  of  identity  so  inter¬ 
woven  with  exploitation  and  oppression  that  very  few 
black  Americans  would  connect  it  with  liberation, 
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regardless  of  the  eloquence  of  its  champions."  Crouch 
sees  Black  homosexuality  as  largely  an  advantage  for 
the  straight  white  men:  it  "reinforces  the  white  man's 
superior  image  of  himself  while  allowing  white  wo¬ 
men  with  racial  sexual  fantasies  the  freedom  to  play 
them  out  right  in  front  of  their  husbands."  Thus  he  de¬ 
nounces  as  fagggots  Alain  Locke,  Countee  Cullen, 
Langston  Hughes,  Richard  Bruce  Nugent,  "Jelly  Roll 
Morton's  mentor  Tony  Jackson,  Duke  Ellington's  co¬ 
composer  Billy  Strayhorn,"  Ma  Rainey,  Bessie  Smith, 
Billie  Holiday,  Cecil  Taylor  "and  a  closeted  gaggle  of 
others." 

Black  lesbians  have  faced  racism  within  the  les¬ 
bian  community  but  they  have  received  more  support 
from  the  women's  community  than  Black  gay  men 
have  received  from  other  Black  men  or  from  white 
faggots.  Thus  Lonnie  McGill  of  New  York's  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Black  Gay  Men  responded  to  the  police  raid  on  a 
midtown  Black  bar:  "The  Blue's  invasion  has  been 
compared  to  Stonewall.  One  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  other.  Most  Black  homosexuals  should  realize  that 
Stonewall  has  no  significance  for  us.  The  white 
homosexual  community  has  not  allowed  its  legend  to 
create  any  advantages  for  us,  and  it  has  prostituted 
Stonewall  to  death,  giving  no  support  to  the  memory 
or  lives  of  those  black  backs  that  were  first  beaten  in 
that  so-called  historic  event." 

Within  these  parameters,  I  want  to  review  Black 
gay  male  poetry  in  the  Harlem  Renaissance  and  since 
Stonewall.  The  Harlem  Renaissance  allowed  some 
space  for  faggots  but  when  they  became  too  open  they 
ran  into  difficulty.  Thus  Richard  Bruce  Nugent  and 
Wallace  Thurman,  who  were  rooming  together,  found 
the  space  to  publish  FIRE!!  in  November,  1926.  Wally 
Thurman  wrote  through  a  feminine  voice  while 
Nugent  wrote  openly  of  his  sexuality  but  dropped  his 
last  name.  In  Harlem  as  in  Greenwich  Village,  a  milieu 
of  openness  and  creativity  provided  a  cover  for  lesbian 
and  gay  male  artists  after  World  War  I.  But  with  the 
passing  of  the  '20s  and  the  hard  times  of  the  Depres¬ 
sion,  many  opportunities  collapsed.  Neglected  on 
New  York's  Welfare  Island,  Thurman  died  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1934.  Nugent  has  survived,  but  his  FIRE!!  story 
"Smoke,  Lilies  and  Jade"  has  only  now  found  an  ap¬ 
preciative  audience.  Nugent  gives  a  very  subtle, 
stream-of-consciousness  account  of  swallowing  cum: 

Alex  felt  like  singing .  .  .  the  stranger  knew  the  magic  of 
blue  smoke  also . . .  they  continued  in  silence .  .  .  the 
castanets  of  their  heels  clicking  rhythmically ....  Alex 
turned  in  his  doorway ...  up  the  stairs  and  the  stranger 
waited  for  him  to  light  the  room ...  no  need  for 
words . .  .  they  had  always  known  each  other ...  as 
they  undressed  by  the  blue  dawn ....  Alex  knew  he 
had  never  seen  a  more  perfect  being ...  his  body  was 
all  symmetry  and  music . . .  and  Alex  called  him 
Beauty .  .  .  long  they  lay .  . .  blowing  smoke  and  ex¬ 
changing  thoughts.  .  .  and  Alex  swallowed  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  ...  he  felt  a  glow  of  tremor .  .  .  and  they  talked 
and  they  slept .... 

Attention  has  lately  settled  on  Langston  Hughes' 
sexuality.  He  had  crushes  on  men;  he  lived  with  other 
homosexuals.  Certainly  he  was  very  discreet.  Arnold 
Rampersad.s  The  Life  of  Langston  Hughes,  I,  Too  Sing 
America,  Volume  I:  1902-41  (Oxford,  1986)  promises 
more  on  this  question  in  his  second  volume.  For  now 
he  only  says,  "As  for  the  increasingly  fashionable 
tendency  to  assert,  without  convincing  evidence,  that 
Hughes  was  a  homosexual,  I  will  say  at  this  point  only 
that  such  a  conclusion  seems  unfounded,  and  the  evid¬ 
ence  suggests  a  more  complicated  sexual  nature."  (p. 
439)  Hughes  has  survived  the  red-baiting;  certainly  he 
can  survive  the  queer-baiting.  The  consensus  now 
seems  to  be  that  he  was  "asexual."  But  his  poems 
(1959)  hardly  sound  asexual  to  me.  For  instance  "Port 
Town,"  seems  quite  uncomplicated:  "Come  on  sailor/ 
Out  of  the  sea./  Let's  go,  sweetie!/  Come  with  me." 
Hughes  wrote  a  poem  for  a  Jamaican  sailor  Ferdinand 
Smith:  "I  loved  my  friend./  He  went  away  from  me./ 
There’s  nothing  more  to  say."  and  "Cafe:  3  A.M."  is 
still  timely: 

Detectives  from  the  vice  squad 
with  weary  sadistic  eyes 
spotting  fairies. 

Degenerates 
some  folks  say. 

But  God,  Nature 
or  somebody 
made  them  that  way. 

Police  lady  or  Lesbian 
over  there? 

Where? 

The  Depression,  World  Ward  II  and  the  Cold  War 
brought  some  new  hopes  as  well  as  some  hard  times 
for  Black  faggots.  The  liberation  of  the  Civil  Rights 
movement  like  so  many  revolutions  did  not  immedi¬ 


ately  inspire  gay  poetry.  The  masculine  thrust  of  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King,  Stokeley  Carmichael,  Eldridge  Cleaver 
or  Huey  Newton  defined  a  new  Black  man  that  left  lit¬ 
tle  space  for  lisping  or  for  poetry.  The  Black  Panthers 
made  an  alliance  with  Genet  rather  than  link  hands 
with  faggots  closer  to  their  headquarters  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  The  Gay  Liberation  Movement  which  grew  up 
after  Stonewall  was  not  exclusively  white.  The 
Revolutionary  Constitutional  Convention  in  1970  held 
meetings  in  Philadelphia  and  Washington  which  link¬ 
ed  Gay  Liberation  Front  groups  and  the  Black  Panther 
Party.  But  as  All  The  Men  Were  Black,  All  the  Women 
Were  White  but  some  of  Us  Were  Brave  —  likewise  all 
the  Blacks  were  men  and  all  the  whites  were  queer. 

That  logic  has  not  been  easily  broken;  even  now 
becoming  gay  and  becoming  white  seem  synonymous 
to  many  Black  men.  Gayness  becomes  a  form  of  racial 
suicide  as  it  were.  This  hard  boundary  may  explain  the 
failure  of  Black  gay  male  poetry  to  catch  on  during  the 
1970s.  Black  poets  have  appeared  in  Fag  Rag,  Gay  Sun¬ 
shine,  Mouth  of  the  Dragon,  James  White  Review, 
Seditious  Delicious,  RFD,  and  other  gay  male  journals. 
But  their  voices  have  not  been  picked  up  and  have 
seldom  found  a  wide  echo.  While  white  faggot  poets  have 
had  difficulty  getting  published,  Black  gay  poets  have 
found  even  greater  obstacles.  Those  books  which  have 
been  published  have  found  few  readers:  Noel  "Nan- 
tambu"  Hall,  Thoughts,  Reflections  and  Poetry  (1974), 
Adrian  Stanford,  Black  and  Queer  (1977),  Ron  Morgan, 
Duck  Tail  Hair-cuts  (1978-79),  or  Sur  Rodney,  Selected 
Poetry  (1981). 

Adrian  Stanford' s  Black  and  Queer  illustrates  some 
of  the  vicissitudes.  The  publishing  group  Good  Gay 
Poets  were  of  divided  mind  about  the  book.  Political 
correctness  (sad  cousin  of  poetic  correctness)  led  to  the 
exclusion  of  such  poems  as  "yeah  baby": 

i've  had  them  roll  up  in  chauffered  limousines, 

swing  open  the  door  and  beg  "please  get  in." 

i’ve  been  approached,  followed,  waited  for, 
hung  onto, 

and  groped  by  all  those  staid  white  queens  that 

don' t  like  colored  boys. 

and  certain  nigger  fags  (who  don't  want  nothin 
but  blonde 

hair  around  the  cocks  they  suck) ,  have  more  than 
once  pushed 

their  fat  asses  my  way! 

you  think  all  this  has  gone  to  my  head;  made  me 
some  kind 

of  valentino-lena  home  queen  bitch?  (yeah 
baby!) 

Even  sanitized,  Black  and  Queer  was  rejected  by 
Boston's  Red  Book  collective  because  they  didn't  ap¬ 
prove  of  Stanford's  "tina  turner  (after  hearing  her 
sing),"  which  concluded  with  the  lines:  "sing  you 
cunt!  empress  of  black  memories,  prophetess  of 
what's  comming  —  / you  are  one  of  us  and  in  your  voice 
we  hear  the  born  nigger  nothings/  that  speak  of  raising 
hell  (an  us  all  free)."  I  said  how  can  you  reject  this 
book  when  you  sell  Wretched  of  the  Earth  or  Soul  on  Ice, 
which  are  much  less  correct  in  their  sexual  politics 
than  Black  and  Queer.  I  was  told  that  these  were 
classics.  What  then  was  Black  and  Queer ? 


Despite  these  acts  of  white  supremacy  (both  in 
editing  and  in  retailing  Black  and  Queer),  white  faggots 
are  much  too  vain  in  thinking  they  are  so  in  control  of 
things  —  that  all  they  have  to  do  is  tolerate  their  "un¬ 
fortunate"  compatriots  and  then  all  the  problems  of 
Black  faggots  will  end.  I  received  a  letter  from  Adrian 
Stanford's  sister  postmarked  February  11,  1982.  She 
wrote,  "It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  1  notify  you 
that  my  brother,  Adrian  Stanford,  was  murdered  on 
July  21,  1981."  The  poignancy  of  his  death  was  in¬ 
creased  by  the  lack  of  awareness  of  him  within  the  gay 
community. 

In  the  1980s  another  era  is  dawning  for  Black  gay 
poets.  Joseph  Beam,  editor  of  In  the  Life,  A  Black  Gay 
Anthology  (Alyson  Press,  1986),  writes  that,  "Black 
men  loving  Black  men  is  the  revolutionary  act  of  the 
eighties."  Through  1985,  Blackheart  was  published 
out  of  New  York  City.  The  three  issues  contained 
many  rousing  poems  and  introduced  many  poets  to  a 
wider  public.  Issue  #3  contained  David  Frechette's 
wonderful  "The  Jersey  Kid,"  which  begins,  "Once 
again,/  Your  mouth  has  written  a  check  that/  Your  ass 
can't  cash."  While  Blackheart  hasn't  survived, 
Black/Out  has  been  published  by  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  (which  previously 
published  Habari-Daftari) .  The  contradictions  which 
have  pulled  every  Black  author  have  not  been  trans¬ 
cended:  the  question  of  Black  and  blond  lovers;  the 
divisions  between  Black  gay  men  and  lesbians;  the  op¬ 
positions  between  ancient  African  shamanistic 
magic,  Islam,  Christianity,  and  free  thought.  The  class 
differences  between  the  street  queers  and  the  high- 
toned,  between  the  different  shades  of  skin  pigmenta¬ 
tion,  between  the  socialists,  anarchists,  Republicans, 
Democrats  and  other  politicos.  The  differences  bet¬ 
ween  Black  prisoners  and  the  Black  mayors,  guards, 
professors  or  social  workers. 

Despite  such  differences,  such  publications  as  In 
the  Life  and  Black/Out  provide  a  context  in  which  these 
many  contradictions  can  be  played  out  against  the 
greater  contradictions  of  racism,  colonialism  and  im¬ 
perialism.  The  work  of  two  Black  gay  poets,  Melvin 
Dixon  and  Essex  Hemphill,  illustrate  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  effects  of  the  '80s. 

Melvin  Dixon’ s  Change  of  Territory  was  the  first  in  the 
Callaloo  Poetry  Series  (1983;  now  distributed  by  the 
University  of  Virginia  Press).  Change  of  Territory 
passes  through  a  tough  geography:  North  Carolina, 
Connecticut,  France,  Senegal  and  back.  Several  of 
Dixon's  poems  might  be  read  as  gay  or  not:  the  title 


CONDITIONS 

Poems  by  Essex  Hemph.ll - 


poem  concludes,  "Alone/  on  this  night  train/  to 
Madrid,  I  remember/  our  tongues  and  thighs/  in  ir¬ 
regular  conjugation./  At  customs  I  search  for  some¬ 
thing/  to  declare./  What  is  the  Spanish  word /  for  loss?' ' 
The  opening  poem  of  Change  of  Territory,  "Hungry 
Travel,"  likewise  ends  with  an  ambiguous  note: 

One  man  and  I 
cautious  as  pilgrims 
return  together. 

My  father  shoots  up  from  the  table, 
away  from  my  mother,  quiet  now,  gray. 

His  forehead  creases,  eyes  hammer, 

;  turn  back  to  the  yams  and  greens 
:  as  if  we  violated  their  ground  of 

|  vegetables,  children,  dreams. 
n  My  words  gather  into  knives 


/ 


slicing  the  hunger:  "I'm  still  your  son." 

As  if  the  silent  years  between  us 
were  reasons  to  forget. 

In  the  Life  allows  Dixon  to  go  several  steps  further 
in  his  geography.  "The  Boy  with  Beer"  (a  sketch  of 
coming  out)  and  "Getting  Your  Rocks  Off”  (another 
coming)  survey  special  locations  —  both  hard  and 
creamy:  "From  here  you  see  the  whole  world/  dif¬ 
ferently:  brownskin ,/  tufts  of  black  grass."  And 
another  verse  for  the  family  in  "Etymology:  A  Father's 
Gift." 

He  surveys  our  gathering.  He 
searches  the  dictionary  for  clues 
to  what  we  say  we  want.  His  silence 
hides  the  correct  pronunciation, 
the  power  of  consonants,  the  meaning 
he's  found  in  words  such  as  beg: 

"To  ask  for  as  charity,  to  ask 
a  favor,  to  ask  earnestly,  entreat. 

To  insist  in  asking  for  something 
to  which  one  has  no  claim  or  right." 

The  youngest  daughter  coaxes  him 
with  a  kiss,  her  lips  returning  empty. 

The  elder  girl  with  the  soft  curl  of  dance. 

My  other  with  hair  in  premature  grey 
and  nervous  hands  caressing  space. 

The  first  son  with  a  long  jazz  solo 

The  third  boy  and  I,  at  any  stranger's  crotch, 

with  a  stuttering  stuttering  for  the  root. 

Continued  on  page  10 


Quirky  and  Fresh: 
Jewelle  Gomez's  First  Collection 


Flamingoes  &  Bears 

Jewelle  L.  Gomez 

Grace  Publications,  Jersey  City,  NJ,  1986 
52  pp.,  $6.00 

Reviewed  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
In  Flamingoes  &  Bears,  her  first  collection  of 
poetry,  Jewelle  Gomez  offers  readers  who  have 
followed  her  work  through  the  little  and  bigger 
mags  ( Body  Politic,  Salsa  Soul  Gayzette,  Essence,  etc.| 
a  chance  to  see  her  work  as  a  whole.  Her  poems 
encompass  a  broad  range  of  styles,  subjects,  and, 
occasionally,  quality.  This  diversity  exposes 
Gomez  as  a  risk-taker,  willing  to  try  new  and  dif¬ 
ferent  things  irrespective  of  her  comfort  with 
them.  Although  some  pieces  seem  stilted  or  half- 
complete,  when  her  poems  do  succeed,  her  voice  is 
energetic,  quirky  and  fresh. 

Throughout  the  collection  one  of  Gomez' 
strongest  assets  is  her  sense  of  humor.  When  she 
allows  this  comic  side  to  enter  her  writing,  the 
rhythm  of  her  language  moves  quickly  and  natural¬ 
ly,  and  her  images  are  both  fun  and  precise.  In  one 
of  the  strongest  poems  of  the  collection,  "My 
Chakabuku  Mama,"  Gomez  exhibits  this  strength 
as  she  reflects  on  an  old  relationship  with  wry 
humor: 

My  first  big  love  was  cosmically  correct: 
she  rolled  perfect  joints,  made  herbal  tea 
and  vegetarian  chili.  .  .  . 

We  meditated  on  celestial  seasonings 
and  I  pretended  to  comprehend 
numerology,  graphology,  phrenology 
and  the  phases  of  the  moon. 

I  slept  with  my  head  facing  north 
abiding  a  vicious  draught. 

My  shoes  sat  outside  the  door 
crying  to  be  let  in. 


We  searched  together  for  the  higher  ground 
through  macrobiotic  bushes  and  abstinence; 
me  peering  into  her  thick  transcendental  glasses 
she  facing  Mecca. 

She  could  squeeze  the  names  of  three 

Egyptian  goddesses 

into  any  general  conversation. 

Unfortunately,  Gomez  often  seems  over  her  head 
when  she  attempts  more  serious  tones.  Her  im¬ 
agery  lapses  into  abstract  generalizations  which 
feel  heavy-handed  and  cliched.  For  example,  as  I 
read  through  "American  Monument,"  the  opening 
poem  in  the  collection,  I  felt  as  though  Gomez  was 
standing  behind  me,  muttering  into  my  ear, 
"despair  .  .  .  hope." 

A  poem  which  establishes  a  nice  balance  bet¬ 
ween  her  light  and  sombre  moods  is  "Riverside 
Park."  Here  Gomez  uses  the  backdrop  of  the  park 
to  reminisce  about  a  lover  she  has  been  separated 
from,  and  to  evoke  her  own  emotions  about  this 
separation.  Without  succumbing  to  morbidity, 
Gomez  catches  the  mood  of  the  park  on  an  after¬ 
noon  when  everyone  seems  to  be  moving  through 
it  alone.  The  poem  concludes  with  an  image  of  self¬ 
protection,  a  squirrel  streaking  up  the  limb  of  a 
tree  "to  the  crook  of  a  limb  that  will  hold  her." 
This  energetic  and  pragmatic  movement  suggests 
Gomez  will  not  overdwell  on  her  separation,  nor 
allow  her  feelings  of  isolation  to  overwhelm  or 
paralyze  her. 

Another  poem  which  I  particularly  enjoyed  was 
the  title  poem,  "Flamingoes  &  Bears."  In  this 
clever,  allegorical  piece,  Gomez  describes  flam¬ 
ingoes  and  bears  (lesbians,  and  possibly  gay  men) 
walking  down  the  street  as  "Horses  and  chickens/ 
elephants  and  geese/  look  shocked  and  appalled.// 
Ostriches  don’t  look  at  all."  By  using  rhythms 
and  imagery  of  nursery  rhymes,  Gomez  creates  a 
sweetly  innocent  fantasy  which,  if  escapist,  is  at 
least  charmingly  so: 

Now  flamingo  and  bear 

sleep  forever  entwined 

in  all  sorts  of  climes 

be  it  rainy  or  snowy  or  sunny, 

happy  to  know 

there’s  room  in  this  world 

for  a  bear  who  likes  palm  trees 

and  a  bird  who  loves  honey. 

Overall,  Gomez'  strength  lies  in  her  ability  to 
play  with  the  language  without  pretension.  Where 
I  get  a  sense  of  her  having  enjoyed  herself  as  she 
wrote,  her  energy  and  excitement  with  words 
come  through.  Where  she  loses  this  quality,  her 
poems  suffer  as  a  result. 

At  present,  this  means  that  her  emotional  range 
is  rather  small.  However,  because  of  occasional 
poems  such  as  "Riverside  Park,"  where  she 
manages  to  hold  a  serious  tone  without 
melodrama,  I  suspect  that  in  the  future  this  range 
will  broaden.  It  will  be  exciting  to  follow  her  as  she 
develops. 
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Black  Gay  Poetry  as  an  Act  of  Revolution 


Continued from  page  8 

Essex  Hemphill  has  published 
four  works:  Diamonds  Was  in  the 
Kitty;  Plums;  Earth  Life  (1985); 
and  Conditions  (1986).  Hemphill 
speaks  with  a  verve  and  authority 
which  grow  from  his  revolutionary 


ding  its  full  voice.  In  Earth  Life, 
“Better  Days  ”  ends  with  strength 
beyond  the  faux  d’or  of  false 
hope: 

And  I  wonder  where 
stamina  comes  from 


Black  gay  love  —  a  love  now  fin-  to  search  all  night  until  my 


footsteps 

ring  awake  with  sparrows, 
and  I  go  home,  ghost  walk¬ 
ing, 

driven  indoors  to  rest 
my  hunters  guise, 
to  love  myself  as  fiercely 


Credit  Where  Credit  is  Due 


We  had  a  sort  of  collective 
brain  failure  last  week  and 
forgot  to  give  credit  to  five 
photographers:  Marilyn 
Humphries,  Steven  Kulieke, 
Ellen  Shub,  John  C.  Tobin,  Jr. 
and  Nancy  Wechsler. 

It  wasn’t  some  mystery 
camera  that  caught  the  images 
reproduced  here,  but  hard 
working  folks  who  deserve 
recognition  and,  unfortun¬ 
ately,  our  apologies. 


as  I  have  in  better  days. 

Conditions  contains  24 
numbered  poems.  Perhaps  these 
are  the  beginning  of  a  longer  series 
like  Ezra  Pound’s  Cantos  or 
Robert  Duncan’s  Passages.  If  so, 
they  are  a  wonderful  beginning. 
Conditions  weaves  together  the 
brute  necessities  of  Black  gay  life 
with  a  delicate  and  quick  music. 
The  cover  contains  a  photograph 
of  the  author  without  clothing, 
holding  in  his  right  hand  a  shining 
knife  touching  his  left  cheek  and  a 
mum  (or  is  it  a  daisy)  touching  his 
right  cheek.  Whether  this  image 
refers  to  Ruth  Benedict’s  The 
Chrysanthemum  and  the  Sword  or 
not,  certainly  the  cross  between 
force  and  joy  provide  the  grid  for 
our  existence.  I  don’t  know  how 
the  blind,  deaf  and  mute  would 
take  to  till:  “If  there  were  seven 
blind  men/  the  deaf  one  would  be 
father./  The  mute,  his  son.’’  But 
5  everyone  can  take  great  joy  in  the 
concluding  Conditions  #24: 

In  america 
I  place  my  ring 
on  your  cock 
where  it  belongs. 

No  horsemen 
bearing  terror, 
no  soldiers  of  doom 
will  swoop  in  and 
sweep  us  apart. 

They’re  too  busy 
looting  the  land 
to  watch  us. 

They  don’t  know 
we  need  each  other 
critically. 

They  expect  us  to  call  in  sick 
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Langston  Hughes 


watch  television  all  night, 

die  by  our  own  hands. 

They  don’t  know 

we  are  becoming  powerful 

Everytime  we  kiss 

we  confirm  the  new  world 

coming. 

What  the  rose  whispers 
before  blooming 
I  vow  to  you. 

I  give  you  my  heart 
a  safe  house. 

I  give  you  promises  other 
than 

milk,  honey,  liberty. 

I  assume  you  will  always 
be  a  free  man  with  a 
dream. 

In  america 

place  your  ring  on  my  cock 
where  it  belongs. 

Long  may  we  live 
to  free  this  dream. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  M A  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 
BOOKSTORES 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 

Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  J.P. 

(617)  522-1464 

Tues.-Fri.  12-7  Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 

AFFORDABLE  CATERING 

FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 

321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  #3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 


CHIROPRACTORS 

TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
CTR.  Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 
CLEANING 
GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 
JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 
ELECTROLYSIS 
JUDY  FEINER 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 
FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x298 
M-Sat„  12-7 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Good  way  Road 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
522-9446 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR. WOMEN 
COUPLES  AND  CHILDREN 
Jill  Richard,  LICSW 
1 130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Square 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
776-6158 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86V2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  ).  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60/2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 

DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Apointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 
PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

COMMODORE  REALTY  & 
INVESTMENT  GROUP 
David  J.  Vieira,  Broker/Owner 
P.O.  Box  312 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-1507 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Sol  io,  Barry  Wing 
9  Warren  Square 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-2896/  524-6074 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 
ROLFING 
LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 


Oxford  Univ.  Press 


Gay  Community  News,  March  1-7,  1987  •  Page  11 


Politics  or  Ego:  The  GLAAD  Saga  Unravelled 


Continued  from  page  3 
GLAAD  solely  to  implement  the 
Challenge  Bigotry  program,  a 
positive-message  advertising  cam¬ 
paign,  also  expressed  anger  that 
Challenge  Bigotry  lost  prominence 
on  GLAAD’s  agenda  as  the  Board 
of  Directors  evolved.  Yates  Rist 
blames  Pally  for  jockeying  power 
in  her  camp  and  expressing  distaste 
for  Kuropat;  he  finds  Pally’s 
description  of  Kuropat  as 
“hysterical”  at  a  Board  meeting 
tantamount  to  calling  a  Black  man 
“boy.” 

Kuropat  says  she  was  irritated 
that  the  Board  showed  a  sudden 
lack  of  interest  in  Challenge 
Bigotry  after  she’d  been  drum¬ 
ming  up  interest  and  securing 
funding  for  the  program  in  travels 
around  the  country.  She  claims  she 
attempted  to  resign  conciliatorial- 
ly,  hoping  to  continue  working 
autonomously  on  Challenge 
Bigotry. 

“1  didn’t  want  to  be  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  another  scandal,”  she  ex¬ 
plained.  “I  tried  to  avoid  a  messy 
business.  I  just  wanted  my  Chal¬ 
lenge  Bigotry  program,  so  I  chose 
not  to  dish  and  just  hoped  for  a 

chapter  closed _ Still,  I  feel  that 

GLAAD  has  lost  track  of  its  mis¬ 
sion.  It  fell  into  the  same  old  white 
boy  assimilationist  pattern;  that’s 
a  shame.  I  think  that’s  what’s 
critically  wrong  with  the  move¬ 
ment.  It’s  a  very  white  movement 
that  doesn’t  beckon  people  of  col¬ 
or.  It  doesn’t  beckon  women 
either.” 

Kuropat  feels  that  GLAAD’s 
anti-defamation  work  has  taken  a 
stance  that  is  too  reactive  and 
defensive.  “My  personal 
opinion,”  she  says,  “is  that  the 
gay  movement  has  to  put  a  little 
time  into  things  besides  marches. 
We  need  to  evolve  beyond  that,  to 
take  that  energy,  channel  it  and 
strategically  respond,  not  just  keep 


marching.  I  think  we  should  take  a 
progressive  approach  and  put  im¬ 
ages  out  there  instead  of  just  com¬ 
batting  negative  ones.” 

Pally  and  Ellenzweig  both  be¬ 
lieve  that  GLAAD  is  progressing 
in  accordance  with  its  goals  of  bat¬ 
tling  the  pervasive  and  dangerous 
misrepresentation  of  lesbians  and 
gays  in  the  media.  Ellenzweig  says, 
“Some  may  not  see  it  as  radical  to 
approach  the  mainstream  media, 
but  I  think  it’s  very  important  to 
get  in  the  door  and  face  them  and 
let  them  see  who  we  are.  We’re 
making  a  very  real  impact  that  will 
pay  off  in  the  long  run  —  locally, 
and  we  are  trying  to  build  into  a 
national  organization.  Given  the 
history  of  gay  politics,  it’s  not  sur¬ 
prising  we  had  a  brouhaha.  But 
it’s  important  to  move  on.  Most 
people  are  willing  to  judge 
GLAAD  on  its  track  record  and 
feel  that  it’s  fulfilling  its 
mandate.” 

Pally  stressed  that  GLAAD  is 
especially  concerned  with  extend¬ 
ing  outreach  to  people  of  color  and 
women.  She  explained  that 
GLAAD  is  not  immune  to  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  getting  a  fair,  mixed 
representation  among  its  organiza¬ 
tion,  but  is  working  diligently  in 
that  direction.  They  also  have 
plans  to  set  up  a  specific  lesbian 
outreach  group  to  function  auton¬ 
omously  within  GLAAD.  “It’s  the 
assessment  of  many  people,  myself 
included,”  says  Pally,  “that  one 
of  the  biggest  pieces  of  defamation 
against  lesbians  is  total  invisibility. 
We  must  address  that.  One  of  our 
new  projects  is  a  lesbian  blood 
drive,  which  will  hopefully  pro¬ 
mote  a  positive,  civic-minded  im¬ 
age  of  lesbians.” 

Also  stressing  GLAAD’s  con¬ 
tinued  vitality  is  Curtis  Mason, 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$30  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$8  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad). 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 
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current  chair  of  GLAAD’s  Public 
Relations  Committee.  Mason  said 
he  was  particularly  angered  that 
Brownworth’s  PGN  article  hinted 
at  misappropriation  of  funds 
within  the  organization,  resulting 
in  suspicion  among  potential 
financial  backers.  Mason  says  the 
trouble  was  easily  cleared  up  mak¬ 
ing  their  books  available,  and  add¬ 
ed  that,  “it’s  also  important  to 
realize  that  while  all  this  was  going 
on,  the  work  of  GLAAD  went  on. 
It  wasn’t  like  everything  became 
trouble  was  easily  cleared  up  by  mak 
dysfunctional  and  we  stopped 

As  one  example  among  many, 
Mason  points  to  GLAAD’s  ongo¬ 
ing  work  of  condemning  the 
Supreme  Court’s  sodomy  deci¬ 
sion.  GLAAD’s  Equal  Rights  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  has  coordinated 
an  open  letter  to  the  Court,  signed 
by  many  in  the  legal  community, 
which  will  be  published  as  a  full 
page  ad  in  the  upcoming  National 
Law  Journal  and  in  the  New  York 
Times  on  June  30,  the  first  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  decision. 

As  well  as  identifying  and  re¬ 
sponding  to  public  expessions  of 
homophobia,  GLAAD’s  literature 
asserts  their  dedication  to  portray¬ 
ing  positive  images  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  people  —  an  effort  they  hope 
will  complement  their 
“watchdog”  role  by  offering  more 
accurate  representations  of  gay 
life.  This  positive  image  campaign 
is  the  same  general  notion  that 
Kuropat  had  specifically  sought  to 
launch  as  Challenge  Bigotry.  The 
GLAAD  Board  claims  that  Kuro¬ 
pat  was  impatient  with  their  at¬ 
tempt  to  lend  careful  considera¬ 
tion  to  the  campaign  and  that  she 
resigned  abruptly  in  response. 

In  a  lengthy  letter  to  the  editor 
in  the  Native  of  January  26,  1987, 
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BACK  BAY  BGDKSMITH 
Boston's  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attomey-at-Law 

40  Trapelo  Road  529  Newbury  St. 

Belmont,  MA  02178  Boston,  MA  02215 

484-8383_ 266-8353 


Condos,  Townhouses,  and  Homes  with  Income 
Dorchester,  Roxbury,  &  Mattapan 

Betty  Gibson  Associates,  Inc, _ 

Residential  Real  Kxiatc 

ORIANA  N.  VAN  DAELE 

SALES  ASSOCIATE 


249  Adams  Street 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 


825-8200 

Se  habla  espanol 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  ParK 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 
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the  current  GLAAD  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  refuted  many  of  the  other 
charges  levied  against  them  in  the 
Brownworth  article  and  in  letters 
from  Yates  Rist,  Kolovakos  and 
Kuropat,  and  charge  in  turn,  “It 
seems  clear  that  this  trio  is  bent  on 
destroying  the  very  organization 
two  of  them  helped  to  found, 
refusing  to  acknowledge  that 
GLAAD  prospers  without  them.” 

Kuropat  remains  unaffronted. 

“I’m  trying  very  forcefully  to 
bring  a  feminist  perspective  to  gay 
•  politics  and  a  lesbian  perspective 
to  feminist  politics,”  she  says. 
“The  gay  movement  now  is  based 
on  assimilation. .  .if  we  can  show 
them  that  we’re  just  like  them,  then 
they’ll  like  us  and  they’ll  give  us 
our  rights.  But  ‘they’  are  male,  at 
least  middle-class,  mostly  white. 
So  if  you’re  a  woman,  a  person  of 
color,  or  less  affluent,  assimila¬ 
tionist  politics  on  their  face  don’t 
work  because  you’ll  never  make  it 
in  a  white  male  power  construct. 
It’s  a  sexist,  racist,  classist 
premise.” 

Yates  Rist  is  equally  adamant 
about  making  connections  between 
feminist  issues  and  lesbian/gay 
politics.  He  says,  “GLAAD  began 
with  a  radical  impulse  —  no  apol¬ 
ogies  for  being  queer  or  being  a 
dyke.  It  meant  a  whole  lot  to  us.  It 
meant  espousing  radical  gender  is¬ 
sues,  working  diligently  with  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  and  coalescing  with 
them,  it  meant  remembering  there 
are  subtle  ways  that  the  media 
denigrates  Black  lesbians  and  gays 


in  particular,  i.e.,  by  never  men¬ 
tioning  them.  It  meant  bringing 
drag  queens  back  into  this  move¬ 
ment  and  defending  them  and  say¬ 
ing  that  they  have  something  very 
important  to  say  to  this  society 
about  the  foolish  artificial  gender 
divisions  that  are  put  up  between 
men  and  women  in  order  to 
uphold  the  power  of  one  sex  and 
diminish  the  power  of  the  other. 
Women  are  identified  as  a  separate 
slave  class  and  men  aren’t  men 
unless  they  own  one  of  these 
slaves.  Gay  men  are  seen  as 
repulsive  because  they  don’t  buy 
into  that,  and  lesbians,  of  course, 
are  absolute  renegades  because 
they  won’t  submit  to  a  dick. 

“That’s  the  kind  of  politics  I 
believe  in.  GLAAD  moved  more 
and  more  away  from  that  radical 
idea.  Until  we  tear  down  the  stupid 
inequality  between  men  and  wo¬ 
men,  all  the  barriers  based  on 
gender  —  until  we  do  that,  gay 
people  will  remain  oppressed.” 
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WARD  &  LUND 
ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 
Gerry  Azzata 

Boston  (617)  266-0760_ San  Francisco  (415)  626-4224 


VIDA  K. 

BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  Practice  Since  1975 

Familv  Law 

General  Practice 

‘Custody  issues 

‘Employment  Rights 

‘Relationship 

‘Personal  Injury 

Agreements 
‘Estate  Planning 

‘Landlord/Tenant 
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RHA 


ROBERT  HAAS  ASSOCIATES 


266  BEACON  STREET  •  BOSTON,  MA  02116  •  TEL  (617)  262-6269 

WEIGHT  PROBLEMS 

Robert  Haas  Associates  offers  individual  and  group  therapy  which 
uses  specific  behavioral  interventions  to  help  one  lose  weight.  With  a 
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CDC  Forced  Testing  Plan  Wins  Few  Backers 


Continued  from  page  l 
forces.” 

Wyro  explained  what  currently 
happens  if  a  military  employee 
tests  positive  for  HIV  antibodies. 
“They’re  required  to  undergo  a 
medical  evaluation  to  determine 
the  extent  to  which  their  immune 
system  is  damaged  by  the  infec¬ 
tion,”  he  stated.  “If  there’s 
clinical  evidence  of  progressive 
disease  then  the  individual  may  be 
subject  to  discharge  for  medical 
reasons.  On  a  case-by-case  basis, 
the  individual  may  be  provided 
with  continued  access  to  medical 
care  either  at  a  military  facility  or 
through  the  Veteran’s  Administra¬ 
tion.  If  they  don’t  show  evidence 
of  progressive  disease,  they’re  re¬ 
tained  by  their  service.” 

Wyro  further  explained  that  in¬ 
dividuals  testing  positive  would 
likely  be  kept  in  the  United  States, 
purportedly  due  to  limited  medical 
facilities  abroad,  and  that  their 
health  would  be  monitored  at 
periodic  intervals.  The  DoD  also 
conducts  epidemiological  surveys 
to  pinpoint  the  source  of  the  HIV 
antibody  infection  and,  according 
to  Wyro,  to  provide  instruction  on 
how  to  prevent  further  spread  of 
the  virus. 

Sources  quoted  in  an  article  in 
the  Washington  Blade  speculate 
that  the  DoD  may  begin  discharg¬ 
ing  military  personnel  who  test 
positive,  extending  more  leeway  to 
each  branch  of  the  armed  forces  to 
make  their  own  determination, 
and  begin  mandating  the  HIV  an¬ 


tibody  test  for  all  civilian 
employees  either  stateside  and/or 
abroad.  Wyro  would  neither  con¬ 
firm  nor  deny  any  of  these  possib¬ 
ilities,  but  granted  that  con¬ 
siderable  debate  on  the  matter 
continues  within  the  DoD.  Gay 
rights  spokespersons  claim  they 
have  little  clout  in  influencing 
DoD  policy. 

One  organization  that  attempts 
to  effect  change  within  the  DoD  is 
the  Military  Law  Task  Force,  a 
San  Diego-based  committee  of  at¬ 
torneys  within  the  generally  pro¬ 
gressive  National  Lawyers  Guild. 
Task  Force  Chair  Kathy  Gilberd 
expressed  anger  at  what  she  con¬ 
siders  the  DoD’s  unconscionable 
HIV  antibody  testing  program. 

“Within  the  past  year,”  says 
Gilberd,  “we’ve  made  it  a  priority 
to  challenge  the  military’s  testing 
policies,  or  at  least  attack  the  more 
outrageous  aspects  of  them.  Our 
approach  is  that  their  policy  is  an 
abomination  and  rests  on  fairly 
Neanderthal  attitudes  about  sex. 
The  confidentiality  problem  is  one 
of  the  things  most  offensive  to 
doctors,  and  most  dangerous.” 

She  explained  that  individuals 
were  subject  to  discharge  and 
possibly  denial  of  medical  cov¬ 
erage  if  they  reported  contracting 
the  HIV  antibody  through  gay  sex, 
though  recent  Congressional  pro¬ 
visions  were  intended  to  eliminate 
that.  Still,  Gilberd  claims  that 
harassment  of  those  testing 
positive  is  severe  in  the  military 


due  in  part  to  homophobia  and 
AIDS-phobia.  She  also  cites  cases 
where  more  severe  punishments 
are  levied  to  those  with  positive 
test  results  in  the  event  of  criminal 
misconduct.  In  addition,  Gilberd 
charges  that  the  military  has  done 
little  in  terms  of  education.  Also, 
many  service-people  don’t  know 
their  rights,  or  that  civilian  legal 
aid  is  available  through  organiza¬ 
tions  like  the  Military  Law  Task 
Force. 

Gilberd  explained  that  one  area 
of  hope  lies  with  military  physi¬ 
cians.  “The  medical  community 
within  the  DoD  is  not  always  on 
the  side  of  the  policy,”  she  says. 


“although  they’re  in  a  real  vulner¬ 
able  position  where  they  can’t  play  a 
public  role  in  protesting  it.” 

According  to  Gilberd,  most 
military  doctors  are  at  least  putting 
pressure  on  the  DoD  to  lighten  up 
and  they  support  the  need  for  con¬ 
fidentiality  of  testing. 

Though  a  final  revision  of  the 
DoD  policy  is  expected  soon, 
Gilberd  thinks  it  may  be  delayed. 
“It’s  been  real  bizarre,  ”  she  said. 
“I  think  that  the  whole  problem 
caught  them  off  guard.  They 
barged  in  without  thinking  and 
now  are  handling  the  problem 
they’ve  created  piece-meal.  The 
problems  escalate.  They  may  find 


themselves  in  a  bind  and  move 
slowly.” 


The  Military  Law  Task  Force  may 
be  contacted  at  (619)  233-1701. 

Letters  in  opposition  to  man¬ 
datory  HIV  antibody  testing 
should  be  directed  to  Walter  Dow- 
dle.  Deputy  Director- A  IDS,  U.S. 
Centers  for  Disease  Control,  1600 
Cliff  ton  Road,  Atlanta,  GA 
30333. 


New  Boston  AIDS  Policy  Decried 
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other  quick  fix  solutions,  such  as 
quarantine  measures. 

GLAD,  as  well  as  the  Civil 
Liberties  Union  of  Massachusetts 
(CLUM)  may  challenge  the  legali¬ 
ty  of  the  new  policy  in  court.  John 
Roberts,  director  of  CLUM,  told 
GCN  serious  questions  about  due 
process  are  raised  “when  you  have 
a  policy  that  has  no  guidelines  for 
how  people  are  picked  up  or  how 
they  are  detained.  Does  it  mean 
you  keep  someone  until  they  die?” 
But  Roberts  questioned  if  the 
policy  would  ever  be  used,  since 
“how  many  people  are  going  to 
say,  ‘yes,  I  have  AIDS  and  I’ll  con¬ 
tinue  to  use  dirty  needles  and  have 
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sex.’?” 

Detention  of  people  in  the  situa¬ 
tions  outlined  by  the  .city  policy 
may  or  may  no.t  conflict  with  the 
Boston  Human  Rights  Ordinance, 
said  Fred  Mandel,  commissioner 
of  the  city  agency  in  charge  of  im¬ 
plementing  that  ordinance. 

Caroline  Kestler  of  the  Pros¬ 
titutes  Union  of  Massachusetts 
said  no  one  will  benefit  from  the 
new  policy.  “Most  prostitutes  use 
condoms,”  she  said.  ‘‘VD 
amongst  prostitutes  is  much  lower 
than  among  white  middle  class 
teenagers.”  The  real  AIDS  danger 
for  prostitutes  is  IV  drug  use,  said 
Kestler  who  cited  statistics  from 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
that  show  a  very  small  number  of 
prostitutes  have  AIDS  who  do  not 
use  IV  drugs. 

In  Massachusetts,  there  are  40 
known  cases  of  women  who  have 
AIDS.  Of  those  40,  15  are  IV  drug 
users,  16  are  believed  to  have  ac¬ 
quired  the  disease  through 
heterosexual  sex,  five  had  transfu¬ 
sions  and  four  have  not  been 
classified  in  any  category  of 
transmission. 

Johns,  not  prostitutes,  generally 
need  to  be  educated,  according  to 
Priscilla  Alexander  of  Call  Off 
Your  Old  Tired  Ethics  (COYOTE), 
a  prostitutes’  rights  group.  “Pros¬ 
titutes  have  a  hard  time  convincing 
customers  to  use  condoms,”  she 
said.  “A  poor  woman  on  the  street 
who  is  desperate  to  get  money  — 
maybe  for  a  fix,  or  for  supper  for 
her  child  —  and  a  guy  says  he’ll 
give  her  a  $100  not  $50  if  they  go 
without  condoms  . . .  she  might 
agree.” 

In  fact,  some  activists  are  con¬ 
cerned  that  the  new  policy  will 
drive  prostitutes  and  IV  drug  users 
with  AIDS  further  underground. 
Fear  of  quarantine  measures  and 
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lack  of  confidentiality  as  a  result 
of  recent  publicity  could  make 
some  people  with  AIDS  reluctant 
to  come  forward  for  medical  care. 

State  AIDS  coordinator  for  the 
Department  of  Public  Health, 
Steve  Wroblewski,  said  his  fear 
about  the  policy  is  that  it  was 
“based  on  a  societal  response”  to 
the  situation.  “If  the  city’s 
response  and  pressure  from  society 
was  to  take  people  off  the  street  I 
have  grave  concerns,”  said 
Wroblewski.  The  Department  of 
Public  Health  has  stated  that  it 
would  not  support  quarantine 
measures  for  people  with  AIDS. 

“If  you  say  that  you’re  going  to 
do  behaviors  that  can  have  a  pro¬ 
found  effect  on  others,  then  public 
health  officials  have  to  act,”  said 
Ann  Maguire,  Mayor  Flynn’s 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity,  who  also  coordinates  the 
mayor’s  task  force  on  AIDS. 
“Our  goal  is  to  help  the  person 
and  help  them  understand  their 
behavior  and  give  needed  medical 
attention.  We  need  to  work  out 
details  to  protect  a  person’s  civil 
liberties.” 

Dr.  Sandy  Lamb,  Director  of 
Community  Health  Services  for 
the  city  of  Boston,  acknowledges 
that  the  new  policy  only  deals  with 
a  very  small  part  of  the  problems 
of  prostitutes  and  IV  drug  users 
with  AIDS.  But,  said  Lamb,  the 
policy  implementation  will  be 
combined  with  an  educational 
program  to  deal  with  the  issue  of 
“unprotected  behaviors”  for 
prostitutes,  johns  and  IV  drug 
users. 

As  a  result  of  all  the  recent 
publicity,  educational  efforts  in 
the  Combat  Zone  are  likely  to  in¬ 
crease.  The  city  is  working  with  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC) 
to  distribute  pamphlets  and 
posters  about  safe  sex  in  that  area. 

In  addition  to  increasing  educa¬ 
tion,  AAC’s  director  of  education, 
Anne  Marie  Silva,  surmised  that 
the  policy  may  reduce  the  general 
public’s  AIDS  anxiety  which  was 
heightened  by  news  of  the  pro¬ 
stitute  with  AIDS. 


KQED 

Continued  from  page  1 

people  be  appointed  to  the  board 
of  directors,  and  that  weekly  time 
slots  be  set  aside  for  lesbian/gay 
programming  on  TV  and  radio. 

KQED  responded  by  offering  to 
put  a  gay  person  on  the  board  of 
directors.  KQED  also  sent  a  letter 
to  Monitor  Radio  admonishing 
them  for  their  discriminatory  hir¬ 
ing  practices,  but  the  station  refus¬ 
ed  to  stop  airing  the  program.  On 
lesbian/gay  programming  their 
answer  was  an  adamant  “no.” 

Disappointed  and  angry,  the  gay 
community  has  now  pledged  to 
step  up  pressure  against  KQED, 
hopefully  in  coalition  with  other 
critics  of  the  station. 
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PERSONALS _ 

BUTCH  SEEKS  FEM  -  BOSTON 

GWF,  attr,  tall,  sei-husky  sks  same.  I'm 
semi-butch,  passive  quiet  &  caring.  Sk 
semi-fem/fem  who's  outgoing, 
possessive  aggr  &  will  keep  me  busy. 
Sk  companion,  friend  &  ?  no  drugs, 
smokers  OK,  photo.  PO  Box  74,  Revere, 
MA  02151.  _ (34) 

GWM  Christian  want  to  know  you.  Will 
ans  all  who  send  photo.  I  have  a  hot 
body  for  you.  No  ruff  stuff  please.  Jack 
Haproff,  9242  Telegraph  A-2,  Downey, 
CA  90240 _ (33) 

GW  JWSH  PROF  30's  sks  same- 
healthy-att  r  Ivg-slim.  No 
drugs/smke/alco;  someone  who  wants 
to  be  happy,  enjoy  life,  play  and  sing  tra 
la  la!  It's  me,  t’me! _ (34) 

FOR  THE  GAY  ROMANTIC 
The  Gentlemen's  Club  is  the  romantic 
new  dating  service  for  gay  men.  Nation¬ 
wide  &  Canada.  Special  introductory  of¬ 
fer:  $15  for  3  dates.  Your  letter  will 
receive  personalized  attention  from  our 
caring  staff.  Note:  AIDS  patient,  you 
too  deserve  to  be  loved.  A  special 
branch  of  our  service  caters  to  your 
needs.  The  Gentlemen's  Club,  Suite 
422,  303  West  42nd  St.  New  York,  NY 
10036.  Phone:  (201)  763-6451.  (32) 

Clncut,  clnshavn,  working  GWM  18-26 
or  studnt  wntd  as  houseboy/even  lover! 
Own  lux  room,  cable  TV,  air,  fone,  off 
street  parkng,  ww  on  MBTA  line  (Bost). 
No  smokng,  Abs  safe  sex!  436-4533. 
Bob. _ (63) 

S.  Shore  prof  LF  couple  seeks  same 
30+  for  concerts,  plays,  dinners, 
movies,  some  outdoor  activities.  Box 
181. _  (34) 

Hi.  I'm  Connie  and  I'm  lonely.  Please 
call  me.  1-900-410-3700.  50  •  Toll  first 
minute,  35*each  additional  minute.  (44) 

I  need  someone  to  talk  to.  Call  Pam 
1-900-410-3600.  50*  Toll  first  minute,  35* 
each  additional  minute. _ (44) 

HI.  My  name  is  Lisa.  I'm  young  and 
beautiful.  I’d  like  ot  talk  to  you.  Give  me 
a  call  1-900-410-3800.  50*  Toll  first 
minute,  35*  each  additional  minute.  (44) 
BABY  DOG 

Though  5  v.o.s  have  come  and  gone  our 
love  and  passion  —  ever  strong  with 
warmest  hugs  &  sweeter  kisses.  To  you 
I  send  all  loving  wishes! 

Pomplemousse! 
P.S.  Looking  forward  to  vacation!!  (31) 
SWEET  INSPIRATIONS 
I’d  like  to  meet  an  attractive,  good- 
looking  LF.  Intelligence,  warmth  a  joy 
for  living  are  sweet  complements.  I  feel 
I’m  all  of  the  above.  If  you're  similarly 
modest,  30  + ,  a  non-smkr,  let’s  meet  to 
se  if  we  are  compatible  as  friends  or 
whatever.  P.S.  I  love  the  ocean.  Box 
179. _ (32) 

LF  36,  looking  to  share  country  adven¬ 
tures,  movies,  cozy  times  ith  friends, 
left  politics,  poetry  and  passion.  Box 
178. _ (33) 

HOT  SAFE  JO  ONLY 
WM  33  Gdlkg,  well  hung,  into  hot  safe 
JO  only  with  decent  looking  guys  in  to 
same.  Serious  replies  only.  POB  85, 
Astor  Station,  Boston,  MA  02123.  (32) 


Blind  GM  needs  ride  back  to  Medford 
after  Fri.  nite  stuffing  at  GCN.  Call 
576-0949, 9-5,  ask  for  Dave. _ (C)) 

LOVING  RESP  WOMAN 
Human  serv  prof  27,  warm  romantic 
seeks  woman  30-40  to  share  joy  of  liv¬ 
ing,  art,  music,  dance,  travel,  monog, 
long  term  relat,  no  drugs.  Metro  west. 
Box  173. _  (32) 

NEWLY  MOVED  TO  SOUTHERN  NH 
LF  37  yrs  would  like  to  meet  similar 
others-just  friends  for  now.  I'm  fat,  just 
out  of  a  long  relationship,  and  feel  very 
isolated  in  this  area  at  a  time  when  I 
need  people  most!  Lk  the  outdoors, 
animals,  no  drugs.  Even  penpals  would 
help!  192  Bypass  28-Box  104  Derry,  NH 
03038. _ (32) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks.  Swimmers.  Athletes.  Outcalls 
$75  in  ail  U.S.  cities.  (Also  hiring.  Earn 
$55/hr.  Work  in  any  U.S.  city.)  Call  Scott 
at  215-545-1238. _ (38) 

PLAN  NOW  to  spend  Memorial  Day 
Weekend  (May  22-25)  at  CAMPFEST, 
the  comfortable  women's  music 
festival.  Four  days  of  music  and 
dances.  The  Fabulous  Dyketones,  Max¬ 
ine  Feldman,  Deidre  McCalla,  Lucie 
Blue  Tremblay.  Labrys,  Suede.  A  relax¬ 
ed  and  friendly  atmosphere  in  a  lux¬ 
urious  setting.  Swimming  poool,  tennis 
courts,  lake  fishing,  concert  hall,  indoor 
hot  showers  and  flush  toilets.  Choice 
of  cabin,  tent  space,  RV.  Singles  ac¬ 
tivities.  Craft  marketplace.  Workshops. 
Softball.  Come  be  part  of  the  magic  at 
CAMPFEST  with  meals  included  for 
$28.75  a  day  or  less.  Write  for  brochure. 
P.O.  Box  53430,  Phila.  PA  19105.  (609) 
694-2037.  _ (40) 

WHY  HAVENT  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 

THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven't  called  BUDDIES  ! 
BUDDIES-  the  personalized  introduc¬ 
tion  service  with  the  largest  gay 
clientelle  in  N.E.  Call  (603)  880-7625.(32) 


SINGLE,  FEMALE  AND  GAY? 

Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a 
deeply  satisfying  friendship  or  a  com¬ 
panion  who  shares  your  interests  and 
attitudes?  WOMAN  TO  WOMAN  is  for 
you!  The  professional  introduction  ser¬ 
vice  for  lesbians  in  New  England  area. 
Call  (603)  882-6670.  . _ (32) 

PERSONAL  PROFILES 
a  book  by  Louise  Delaria 
Teaches  you  to  read  hands  (palmistry). 
Whole-person  viewpoint,  feminist 
orientation.  Call  395-4819  for  info.  (31) 

GWM  30,  Bi.  hair/hzl  eyes.  5’ 11"  by 
turns  shy,  boisterous,  sexy,  klutzy, 
camp  or  dead  serious,  seeks  versatile, 
nice,  sane  beau  for  music,  bear  hugs, 
rainy  walks,  biking:  someone  to  laugh 
and  cry  with,  write  tacky  postcards  to, 
adore,  bake  brownies  for,  watch  shav- 
ing.  Box  624,  Cam.  02142. _ (33) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HERBAL  MEDICINE  CLASS 

Wisewoman  tradition.  We’ll  make 
brews  for  nutrition,  prevention  &  heal¬ 
ing,  study  herbal  history,  legends  & 
magic  &  other  intuitive  healing 
methods  &  rituals.  Thurs  eves,  Mar 
12-May  14,  on  T.  Call  Emily,  277-8232. 
(32) _ 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES 

from  $1  (U  repair).  Delinquent  tax  pro¬ 
perty.  Repossessions.  Call 
805-687-6000.  Ext.  GH-1437  for  current 
repo  list. _ _ _ (39) 

WOMEN'S  CRAFT  MARKET 
Woman-made  arts  and  crafts.  All  you 
favorite  craftswomen  return  on  Intn'l 
Women’s  Day,  March  8,  at  186  Hamp- 
shire  St.,  Cam,,  Noon  to  5. _ (33) 

EDITORIAL  HELP 

Volunteers  needed  to  edit  copy,  answer 
correspondence,  perform  general  office 
tasks.  Time  commitment:  2  hrs  weekly 
minimum.  Weekdays  &  Thurs.  and  Fri. 
nights;  possible  take  home  work.  Call 
Loie,  426-4469. _  (C) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  next  gathering  will  be  held  in  the 
Boston  area,  during  the  weekend  of 
March  27th.  We  meet  for  support  &  net¬ 
working  and  welcome  contact  from 
other  Jewish .  Lesbian  Daughters  of 
Holocaust  Survivors.  A  partners  group 
has  also  been  formed  for  women  who 
are  In  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership- is  not  dependent  on  both 
partners.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  .MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254.  _ (35) 

OFF  LINE  AND  INACCESSIBLE! 
OUR  TDD  IS  NOT  WORKING! 
...And  cannot  be  fixed.  We  need  about 
$200  to  replace  the  one  we  had.  Please 
consider  a  (tax-deductible)  cashcon- 
tribution  or  (also  deductible)  donate 
your  second  TDD  to  us  so  that  we  may 
re-establish  accessabilitywith  the 
deaf/hearing  impaired  community 
soon.  Sen  donations  to  GCN  TDD,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111,  or  call 
with  ideas  or  questions,  426-4469  and 
ask  for  Catherine.  Sorry,  voice  line  only. 
(32) 


PUBLICATIONS 

NEWS  TO  REVUES 
EROTIC  TO  NOSTALGIC 
PICTORIALS  TO  POETRY 

Worlds  of  gay/lesbian  periodicals.  Over 
200  nat'l/int'l  magazine  and  newspaper 
listings.  $2.  The  Arcanum.  POB  43046. 
Austin,  TX  78745. _ (32) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  -news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _  (V15.18) 

GUARDIAN:.  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  smuggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 


WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism.  Spirituality,  and  Politics," 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827.  Cambridge.  MA 
02238.  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 


PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 

Care  for  dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  need¬ 
ed  very  flex,  weekend  am  vital,  others 
avail,  ask.  No  lifting  nec,  but  I  prefer 
those  w/strength  &  balance.  Exp  not 
nec,  will  train,  but  need  reliable  (male 
too!)  feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let 
phone  ring. _ (C) 


S  C 


HELP  WANTED 


BETWEEN  FRIENDS 

Group  residential  —  entertainement- 
related  —  telephone  services  serving 
the  gay  community  is  hiring  atten¬ 
dant/moderators  to  monitor  the  lines. 
Around  the  clock  shifts  available.  Ap¬ 
plicants  must  have  good  telephone 
skills  and  ability  to  respond  decisively. 
Competitive  pay /  Kendall  Sq  Office. 
Please  call  to  arrange  interview. 
639-1412. _ _ _ (34) 


HELP  WANTED 

GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 

FEATURES  EDITOR:  Recruit  and  sus¬ 
tain  pool  of  volunteer  writers.  Assign 
and  edit  weekly  feature  articles  and 
calendar  and  monthly  book  review. 
Assist  in  design  of  features  pages; 
responsible  for  lay-out  of  features 
pages.  Requires  writing  and  editing  ex¬ 
perience,  strong  verbal,  organizational 
and  interpersonal  skills  and  ability  to 
work  with  deadlines.  Lay-out  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Application  deadline: 
March  27. 

All  positions  require  familiarity  w/gay 
and  lesbian  community;  commitment 
to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  feminism, 
anti-racism  and  collective  decision 
making;  awareness  of  class  issues. 
Salaries  and  benefits  $180/week  and 
fully  paid  health  and  life  insurance, 
sick  time  and  four  weeks’  paid  vaca¬ 
tion.  Each  position  offers  the  staff 
member  responsibility  for  his/her  own 
job,  with  some  flexible  hours  and  am¬ 
ple  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to  GCN 
Search  Committee,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par- 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

Design  Director:  Establish  overall 
design  of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the 
layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists)  front  cover, 
centerspread  artwork/layout,  and  book 
supplement  graphics,  as  well  as  promo¬ 
tional  brochures,  leaflets,  etc. 
Qualifications:  Strong  graphic 
design/art  skills.  Familiarity  with  type 
specifications,  knowledge  of  printing 
techniques  and  previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  preferred. 

ROSIE'S  PLACE 

Needs  a  building  manager  to  maintain 
buildings,  grounds,  and  equiment. 
Starting  salary  is  17,000.  For  job 
descriptions  call  442-9322.  (31) 


PWA’S 

NEED 

YOU 


If  you're  interested  in  providing  health  care  to  people 
with  AIDS,  The  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 
has  a  unique  opportunity.  Currently,  we  are  hiring  Home 
Health  Aides  to  work  specifically  with  PWA's.  We  will 
provide  you  with  the  training  and  certify  you  as  a  Home 
Health  Aide.  Take  the  challenge  and  provide  personal 
care  to  people  who  really  need  your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedules  for  full  and  part-time 

•  Paid  training  provided 

Interested  candidates  should  call  )lm  McCarthy  at 
426-5555,  ext.  354. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


[ 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 


J 


ARCHITECT 

Seeking  bright  person  with  Arch, 
degree,  design,  working  drawing,  and 
some  project  management  experience 
to  work  on  office  and  hospital  renova¬ 
tion  projects  in  small  friendly  office  in 
Harvard  Square.  Call  Bruce  Scott  at 
Russell  &  Scot  Architects,  661-5880  im- 
mediately. _ (32) 

PART  TIME  ATTENDANT 
Care  for  dis  feminist  writer.  Hrs.  need¬ 
ed  very  flex,  weekend  am  vital,  others 
avail,  ask.  No  lifting  nec,  but  I  prefer 
those  w/strength  &  balance.  Exp  not 
nec,  will  train,  but  need  reliable  (male 
too!)  feminists.  Call  232-5956  pm.  Let 
phone  ring.  _ (C) 

ESCORTS  WANTED 
Good-looking  personable  guys  wanted 
for  exclusive  bodyrub  or  escort  service. 
Call  Cliff  437-0711.  (32) 


ENERGY  AUDITOR 

To  perform  residential  energy  audits  for 
local  conservation  program.  Determine 
conservation  priorities,  prepare  job 
orders,  work  with  contractors  and  in¬ 
spect  jobs.  Knowledge  of  energy  audits 
helpful.  Good  communication  skills,  at¬ 
tention  to  detail,  willingness  to  learn 
essential.  Car  required.  Salary 
$15,750-18,000  +  Benefits. 

Send  resume  by  March  6  to:  Energy 
Director,  Tri-CAP,  341A  Forest  Street, 
Malden.  MA  02148.  Ph  322-4560.  Tri- 
CAP  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
(321 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


-APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can  t  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

X 

2.00 

— 

_  DisDlav  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

= _ 

or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00 

-  - 

Business 

7.00 

= 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add) 

=  - 

Non-Business 

5.00 

=  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

=  - 

Business  _ 

X 

.75 

— 

SUBTOTAL 

=  - 

Non-Business _ 

_ X 

.50 

=  - 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks  10% 

-  _ 

TOTAL 

for  21-30  consec.  wks.  15% 

for  31  +  consec.  wks.  20% 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

=  _ 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  paymer.t  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 


Tearshts:  #wks_ 


_ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


p 

5 

I 

r  ■ 


TRY  GCN’S 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


HELP  WANTED _ 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Howard  Brown  Memorial  Clinic,  a  na¬ 
tionally  recognized  leader  in  AIDS 
research,  STD  services,  AIDS-related 
services  and  health  education  is  seek¬ 
ing  qualified  candidates  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Executive  Director.  HBMC  is  a 
not-for-profit  corporation  with  a  staff  of 
47  paid  employees  and  350  active 
volunteers  and  an  annual  budget  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  $2.5  million.  Responsibilities  in¬ 
clude  direction  of  deputy  director  in  the 
operations  management  planning  and 
supervision  of  business  manager, 
special  emphasis  on  deveopment,  fun¬ 
draising,  public  relations,  and  liaison 
with  other  health  care  and  social  ser¬ 
vice  agencies  and  government. 

Ideal  candidate  possesses  en¬ 
thusiasm,  acumen,  leadership  qualities 
and  highly  developed  communication 
and  people  skills.  Previous  experience 
in  similar  position  of  responsibility  is 
highly  desirable. 

Submit  cover  letter,  resume  and  salary 
requirements  to:  Roger  Stone,  Search 
Committee,  665  W.  Melrose,  Chicago, 

I L  60657.  (33) 

Staff  Assistant/Coordinator 

The  University  of  Massachusetts  is 
seeking  a  Coordinator  for  the  Student 
Center  for  Educational  Research  and 
Advocacy  (SCERA).  SCERA  is  a  student 
organization  that  works  closely  with 
the  Student  Government  Asociation  to 
combat  human  oppression  and  to 
research,  educate  and  advocate  on  a 
wide  range  of  issues  affecting  the 
quality  of  student  life.  The  Coordinator 
will  assist  with  the  organization’s  pro¬ 
gram  planning,  research  studies  and 
oversee  the  preparation  and 
maintenance  of  the  annual  budget. 
Specific  duties  Include:  administration 
operating,  development  of  programs 
which  educate  students  on  issues  of 
human  oppression  and  provide  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  students  to  run  and  apply 
life  skill.  MINIMUM  QUALIFICATION: 
Bachelor's  Degree  and  2  years  of 
demonstrated  program  planning,  ad¬ 
ministrative  and  budgetary  experience 
in  a  professional  setting. 
Demonstrated  ability  to  conduct 
research  and  write  reports.  Effective 
communication  and  public  relations 
skills.  Knowledge  of  issues  affecting 
students  in  higher  education. 
Demonstrated  knowledge  and  ex¬ 
perience  in  human  oppression/social 
awareness  training.  NORMAL  START¬ 
ING  SALARY  RANGE:  $18,000-$21 ,300 
plus  standard  benefits  for  a  12-month 
appointment.  Send  resume  and  cover 
letter  by  March  13,  1987,  to:  Suzanne 
Jean,  416  Student  Union,  University  of 
Massachusetts,  Amherst,  MA  01003. 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  (32) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

GM,  24,  resp,  non-smk,  seeks  friendly, 
cat-free  house,  Can  aford  1250  mex,  in- 
cl  util.  Will  move  into  existing  house,  or 
join  others  to  sek  apt.  Call  Mark, 
247-3679. _ (33) 

GCN  SEEKS  NEW  HOME 
GCN  needs  help  moving  to  our  new 
space.  Please  consider  a  donation  of 
time  and/or  money  for  the  inevitable 
moving  costs.  Be  prepared  to  come  by 
a  few  times  to  lend  a  hand  packing 
boxes.  Call  us  —  we  have  many  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  how  you  could  help. 
GCN  is  run  by  its  membership.  We  look 
to  you  for  help. 

Please  contact  the  GCN  MOVE  folks  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

SPACE  NEEDED 

A  group  of  lesbians  meeting  for  an  in¬ 
ternational  conference  March  27-29 
need  space:  sleeping  for  25-30  w/6 
meeting  rooms  and  a  kitchen.  Can  you 
help  with  a  very  low  rent  location?  Call 
321-4254  or  write  box  6194  Boston,  MA 
02114. _ (35) 

APARTMENTS _ 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Sunny,  quiet,  2-bedroom  apt  on  2nd 
floor,  arboretum  area.  Avail  4/1  or  5/1; 
lease  runs  to  8/31  with  option  to  renew. 
$700+  .  Sorry,  no  pets  or  smokers.  Call 
522-6721  (Ivmsg). _ (32) 

ROOM  FOR  RENT  IN  MISSION 
Hill  —  Quiet  mature  gay  man  needed 
available  now  —  call  442-4527.  Preferi- 
ble  after  9PM  —  weekends. _ (33) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (34) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  LF  seek  3rd  for  beautiful  sunny  gay- 
owned  JP  apt  close  to  T.  We’re  looking 
for  a  feminist  non-smoker.  Indep  hse. 
April!  245 +  .  524-7959. _ (33) 

2  LF  and  cat  seek  LF  for  3  BR  apt, 
Somerville.  Cozy,  hardwood  floors,  2 
porches.  We  are  friendly,  warm,  respon¬ 
sible  —  seek  same.  Rent  $233+  util. 
For  May  1st.  No  smokers/pets  please. 
Call  Dina/Dianne  623-0310,  625-3910. 
(32) 


PROF  GF  36  SEEKS  OTHER  GF 
30+  TO  SHARE  HOUSE  WOBURN 

Furn  rm  nr  comm  rail,  rts  93  +  95.  I  am 
quiet  not  into  drugs  or  alcohol.  Pets 
OK.  Rent  350  util  inc.  935-8517  bet 
4-9PM.  Lv  msg. _  (33) 

WOOMAN  ONLY  SPACE 
Lg  2  bdrm  S’ville  avail  immed.  Need 
honest,  communicative,  dyke.  Am  veg, 
radical  feminist  seeking  same.  $337.50 
+  V4  util.  15  min  to  Harv  Sq.  No  pets. 
Call  628-8470. _ (32) 

Amusing,  fairly  neat,  non-dogmatic, 
GW  seeks  same  for  2BR,  5RM  J.P.  apt 
near  forest  hills,  T;  D/D,  hdwd  fir,  off-st 
pking.  $282.50.  Avail  imed.  Call 
Kathryn,  522-8821  or  491-4633.  (32) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 
GWF  sks  IF  for  spacious  ,  Ite,  3bdrm 
apt  in  W.  Som.  Conv.  to  buses,  grt  loc. 
Avai  I  3/1  or  4/1 .  $250  + .  623-5739  (32) 

Worcester  LF  30  + ,  student  sks  sim.  F. 
Pleasant,  safe,  conv  apt.  $243  incl  ht. 
No  pets,  drugs,  minimal  smk,  ale. 
757-2457.  Pep  req. _ (32) 

BOSTON  ROOMMATE  NEEDED! 
L22,  clean,  respons,  w/humor  sks  L(s)  to 
share  apt.  Call  Laura,  267-9423.  (32) 

S’ville  LF  25+  for  2  br  apt  nr  T  &  bus. 
Skg  compatible  college-ed  prof  or  grad 
stud.  No  drugs,  pets  or  cigs.  $275  + .  Lv 
msg  at  623-7415. _ (32) 

JP  LFs  seek  3rd,  beaut  apt,  orange  line. 
Share  food,  chores,  respect. 
Drug/smk/alc/pet  free.  267  + .  Let's 
create  a  home.  426-9448.  W;  522-2921. 
(32) _ 

LF  seeks  to  share  renov  3  bd  rm  apt 
(porch  &  yard)  nearT,  on  St  pking.  Sorry, 
no  pets.  Seek  respon,  clean,  humored 
indiv.  Call'Darci  at  625-8573  or  lv  msg. 
March  1  or  before. _ (32) 

BI-FEMALE  WANTS  SAME 
Cozy  area  close  to  Cinti.Just  bring 
yourself.  Come  share  my  good  fortune. 
4310  Batavia  Meadow  Drive  no.  7 
Batavia,  Ohio  45103. _ (32) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  unfurn  2Vi  Bdrm 
apt  near  Fitchburg  State  College  w/d  no 
smokers/pets/drugs.  $292.5  +  includes 
heat.  1-342-4031  evenings  late. _ (32) 

BROOKLINE/BOSTON 
GF  35,  seeks  mat.  considerate  clean 
GF  spirtl.  veg.  Would  be  nice  no  hvy 
drugs  or  ale.  Smk  ok  for  rent  cont.  nice 
2  bdr.  apt  on  Green  line.  $257.50  incls 
heat,  no  pets.  Call  after  8:30.ASAP. 
232-3139. _ (32) 

Seeking  LF  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in 
Boston.  NearT.  Pkg  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No  smokers/ 
pets.  $350  incl  heat  536-0147. _ (32) 


SERVICES 


LEARN  SPANISH  THIS  SPRING 
AT  CASA! 

Spring  term  begins  April  1.  Classes  of¬ 
fered  at  all  levels,  in  Cambridge  and 
Jamaica  Plain.  Experienced,  native 
Spanish  speaking  teachers,  and  small 
classes.  For  more  information  and  a 
course  schedule,  call  the  Central 
American  Solidarity  Associaition  at 
492  8699. _ (35) 

**TAX  TAMER*  *  Expert  income  tax 
work  at  reasonable  rates.  Long  or  short 
forms,  6  years  pro  experience  gay  own- 
ed  and  operated.  436-2583. _ (39) 

Cleaning  for  folks  moving  in/out.  No  job 
too  big  for  trained  professional 
cleaners!  Call  for  free  estimates, 
623-3534. _ (30) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR.  MD 
1755  ftun  Street,  ftoofc/ina  232-1459 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 

invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 4.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  4.32) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ (H?) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 

(V15.23) 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


l.  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO  OUT  OF_ 

Prison  fight  against  their  bondage! 

Alexander  Bert  man,  Priton  Memoir*  of  arJ 
AnercMai 


‘NATURAL’  &  ‘UNNATURAL’ 
Business  and  white-collar 1 
ler/mes  cause  more  financial  \ 
I  loss,  more  injury  and  death 
I  than  any  other  crimes  in 
I  America.  In  one  year,  price- 
1  fixing  by  twenty-nine  elec- 
Itrical  companies  alone  cost 
I  (he  public  more  than  is 
I  reported  stolen  by  burglars 
I  throughout  the  entire  coun- 
I  try.  Violations  of  public  safe- 
|ty  laws  and  housing  codes, 
\food  and  drugs  sold  in  viola- 
If/on  of  the  Pure  Food  and 
I  Drug  Act  cause  thousands  of 
Ideaths.  Standards  of  right 
I  and  wrong  are  clearly  deter- 
[  mined  here  by  those  that 
I  have  power/money,  that  want 
I  to  keep  it.  It’s  only  “natural” 
|  (as  they  say). 

Is  this  why  we’re  called 
I  “unnatural”? 

|  (It’d  be  nice  to  think  so...) 


I  Yes,  please  send  an  affidavit  about 
I  your  sending  the  GCN  so  we  can  pro* 

■  test  this  censorship.  We  are  a  little 
1  scared  about  this  protest  and  do  need 
I  the  support  of  the  paper  and  all  the 
I  people  that  care  on  the  outside;  so  if 
I  you  could  run  a  little  article  for  ‘pen- 
|  pals’...  Thank  you  so  much  for  your 
help.  Judy  McNECE,  2591,  8000  W.7th  | 
I  Unit  7,  Pine  Bluff  AR  71603. 

I  am  Interested  In  a  fern  gay  woman 
for  a  penpal  who  Is  also  interested  in 
I  a  gay  agressa  like  me.  I’m  not  allowed 
to  write  other  prisoners.  I’d  like  to 
I  have  a  penpal  who  we  could  possibly 
I  In  time,  grow  close  to  one  another. 

I  Please  send  stamp  and  envelope  if 
I  possible.  Thank  you.  Frances 
1  HASKINS,  4756,  Box  180,  Muncy  PA  j 
1 17756.  _ 


CANADIAN  PRISONER 
I  would  like  to  exchange  letters  withl 
I  others  (inside  and  out).  I  am  32,  butch! 
I  into  butch,  weights,  cycling,  hot  let-1 
Iters,  sincere  guys  and  much  more! I 
I  Mike  McMAHON,  730697A-Head,l 
Box  4000  Sta  A,  Victoria  BC,  Canada  | 
I  V8X-3Y8.  _ _ 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 

_ (15.20) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

_ (!> 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (!) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_  (15,3) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 

**16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
“Call  661-0550  Anytime" 

(V14.32) 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cr 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

1 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

O 

:r 

236-1848 

Business  Investor 

BAKERY  NEEDS  INVESTORS 

As  You  Like  It  catering  is  opening  a 
bakery  in  the  Malden  area.  I  need  in¬ 
vestors  to  help  me  open  my  doors.  If 
you  are  int.  please  call  for  more  info. 
Thank  you.  321-3475. _ (32) 

RESORTS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Cozy  woman-only  Inn  located  in  the 
heart  of  snow  country  -  VERMONT.  Ski 
from  our  door  on  miles  of  packed  trails. 
Reasonable  rates,  gorgeous  scenery 
from  every  window.  3Vi  hrs.  from 
Boston.  Mid-week  discounts.  Call  (802) 
533-7772. _ (35) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 
The  down-home  place  of  your  dreams 
in  north  country  New  Hampshire. 
Cross-country  ski  from  our  back  door, 
warm  up  in  the  hot  tub.  Down-hill  ski¬ 
ing,  sleigh  rides  &  skating  nearby.  You 
owe  yourself  a  visit  to  the  Highlands 
Inn.  (603)  869-3978.  Box  118G 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  Grace  &  Judi, 
Inn  keepers. _ (34) 

SWEET  CAROLINE 

A  new  women’s  guest  house  right 
around  the  corner  from  Duval  Street  in 
Historic  Key  West.  Patricia  Major,  MD, 
owner.  529  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 
FL,  33040,  or  call  (305)  296-51 73  (*38) 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  Street 
at  Boston's  Park  Plaza 


I  There  are  LOTS  more  poor  peo- 
1  pie  than  rich  people.  To  keep  the 
I  poor  people  from  demanding 
their  share,  the  society  makes 
them  feel  bad  about  themselves, 
so  they  don’t  feel  that  they 
1  DESERVE  to  have  more. 

The  same  is  true  for  prisons. 
I  There  are  LOTS  more  prisoners 
than  guards  and  to  keep  you  all 
“in  line”  they  use  these  feelings 
you  bring  In  with  you  from  the 
outside  and  make  them 
stronger:  blacks  against  whites 
against  hispanics,  straits 
against  gays,  old  against  young, 
“ugly”  against  “pretty”,  etc  etc 
etc. 


I  begin  this  letter  with  many  mixed 
feelings,  many  new  and  many  old. 
Therefore  making  it  somewhat  dif¬ 
ficult  to  express  myself.  To  be  honest 
I  compose  this  while  In  the  midst  of 
loneliness.  I’m  presently  part  of  an 
environment  where  friendship  and 
realism  are  something  one  can  only 
capture  in  a  dream.  Can  you  please 
place  a  small  ad  In  your  paper  for  the 
purpose  of  corresponding  and 
meeting  people.  I  am  a  Black 
transsexual  looking  for  a  friend  to 
communicate  with.  It  would  mean 
much  to  me.  Henry  BURT,  178-054, 
I  Box  4571,  Lima  OH  45802, _ 


BLACK  ON  BLACK  GAY  LOVE! 

I  I’m  a  black  gay  prisoner  here  for 
burglary  of  a  house.  I‘m  a  very 
beautiful  and  sexy  and  real  femme 
black  homosexual  and  I’m  writing 
this  in  observance  of  Martin  Luther 
King  Holiday  for  all  black  gay  and 
straight  brothers  and  sisters.  I  am 
proud  of  my  race  and  would  like  to 
hear  from  you  brothers  and  sisters 
out  there  in  the  free  world  and  your 
concerns  about  the  black  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Laurence  RAIBON,  391150,  Rt 
2  Box  20  (M-1-9),  Midway  TX  75852 

1  I  am  a  bisexual  male,  gay  experience 

before  straight;  like  music,  reading 
[  good  novels,  some  sports  and  out¬ 
doors  activities,  looking  to  meet  so¬ 
meone  who  wants  to  get  to  know  and 
learn  to  care  as  much  as  I  want  to 
about  them.  Daniel  TETTING, 
B-055509  (1051),  1150  SW  Allapattah 
Rd,  Indiantown  FL  33456. 


(E) 


1 1  was  in  hopes  your  foundation  could 
I  help  me,  but  I  have  written  several 
I  ads  now  and  no  one  has  responded.  I 
I  am  locked  away  in  a  part  of  this  I 
I  prison  with  no  windows,  no  fresh  air,  I 
I  and  am  being  harrassed  no  end  for  I 
I  my  being  gay.  Please,  someone,  drop  I 
I  me  a  line  of  friendship.  Michael  I 
I  WOOD,  152-543,  Box  57,  Marion  OH| 

1 43302. _ 

I’m  being  released  soon,  though  the! 
parole  board  knows  I’ll  have  trouble! 
getting  myself  going.  I  have  a  I 
physical  disability  In  that  I  am  incon-T 
tinent  and  need  to  wear  adult  diapers! 
&  plastic  pants.  If  you  want  to  help  I 
me  support  my  need,  please  write! 
Mike  at  GCN  for  the  address  where  I 
these  clothes  can  be  had.  Thank  you.  I 
William  LACEY,  206637,  Box  A,  [ 
Oakdale  IA  52319. _ 

Lonely  person  doing  time  needs  to  | 
find  a  serious  person  to  build  a  friend¬ 
ship  and  whatever  else  may  come  I 
along.  Not  looking  for  no  fakes. 
Adrian  PRICE,  35588,  Box  2,  Lansing  | 
KS  66043. _ 

GENE’O  RAY  BROWN  YOU  ARE  I 
LOVED!  COME  HOME  TO  RICK!  LIKE  I 
WE  SAID  AT  FIRST,  LOVE  LASTS 
4-EVER,  AND  l‘LL  LOVE  YOU  FORI 
ALL  TIME  —  IF  NOT  AT  ALL  TIMES  | 
|  (smile)  RICK  _ 

I  need  to  have  some  contact  with  I 
other  gay  people  so  I  can  try  and  help  I 
myself  when  I  get  out  of  here.  Please  I 
let  me  know  if  there  are  any  gay  I 
papers  out  here  I  can  write  to  or  get  I 
info  about  getting  started  when  I’m  [ 
out  (since  my  family  doesn’t  want  to  I 
see  me  anymore).  Rickey  EGBERT,  I 
20632,  Box  607,  Carson  City  NV  89701  [ 

|Gay  jailhouse  lawyer  needs  help  put- 
Iting  together  a  parole  plan  (job  and] 
]  housing).  Anyone  interested  please  I 
[write  D.  Thunder  BRUCE,  15516,  700 
I  Conley  Lake  Rd,  Deer  Lodge  MT I 
59722.  [GCN  note:  Thunder  has  been  I 
very  active  in  fighting  the  system  for  | 

1  years  now.  Help  if  you  can.] _ 

OKAY,  I’m  a  gay  guy  who  needs  | 
another  guy,  a  for  real  dude,  a  friend. 
Can  we  work  together  towards  the( 
ONE?  I’m  a  smiley,  regular  guy. 
Please  write.  Joe  TERRACIANO. 
65988,  Box  F-1,  Leesburg,  NJ  08327 


FREE  GAY  MUSIC  CASSETTE! 
Tom  Wilson-Weinberg  is  offerinj 
some  FREE  copies  of  his  “Ten  Per 
cent  Revue"  musical  (including 
“Homo  Haven  Fight  Song,”  anc 
“Flaunting  It!”)  Limited  quantity 
Write  now  to  GCN/Mike,  167  Tremont 
Boston  MA  02111 


Used  (foreign)  STAMPS— FREE! 

We  have  some  used  stamps  that  we’ve 
been  collecting  this  year  and  will  pass 
them  on  to  those  prisoners  who  collect 
stamps.  Please  write  for  some  ONLY  if 
you've  checked  to  see  if  you  can  get  used 
stamps  through  the  mail.  We'll  wait  a 
month  and  see  bow  many  requests  we  get, 
then  we'll  divide  them  up  equally  among 
the  askers  and  send  them  out,  so  be  pa- 
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February  28 
to 

March  14 

28  Saturday 

Boston  —  “I  Am  What  I  Wear,"  a  new 
comedy  revue  by  the  United  Fruit  Com¬ 
pany.  Dance  party  will  follow  performance. 
Femme  Core  Space,  464  Harrison  Ave.,  in 
the  South  End.  8PM.  $3.  Info:  547-7728, 
or  350-7598. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  discussion  "How  Your 
Work  Affects  Your  Relationship.’’  Old 

Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

Dorchester  —  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  in 
concert.  Strand  Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd. 
8PM.  $15,  $13.50  in  advance,  $1  more  at 
the  door.  Info:  547-1378. 

march  1  Sunday 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  potluck. 

Info:  Joe,  282-7822. 

Boston  —  Metropolitian  Community 
Church,  a  Christian  church  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7PM.  Info:  523-7664. 

2  monday 

Boston  —  Committee  On  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Issues  of  the  National  Association  of  Social 
Workers  discussion:  "Alcoholism  in  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Community.”  7:30PM. 
Info:  227-9635  or  625-2609. 


Lily  Tomlin,  10  tuesday 

3  tuesday 

Boston  —  Community  Tax  Aid,  every  Tues. 
thru  April  15.  AIDS  Action  Committee,  661 
Boylston  St.  6:30-8:30PM.  Info:  David 
Goldstein,  495-6509. 

Boston  -  WUMB-FM  programming 
highlighting  International  Women’s  Day. 
91.9  FM.  7PM.  Info:  929-7929. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Women’s  AA.  Farnsworth 
House,  90  South  St.,  at  Child  St. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  8-9:30PM. 

Boston  —  Gay  Fathers  regular  meeting. 
Discussion:  “Your  lover  and  your  child." 

GLCS,  6  Hamilton  PI.,  3rd  floor.  Info: 
742-7897. 

Boston  —  GCN  potluck  and  membership 
meeting.  All  welcome  to  review  past  issues 
and  help  plan  for  the  future.  167  Tremont 
St.  6PM.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  lesbian  support 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  DOB  forum  presents  New 
Alliance  Party  speaker  on  Nicaragua.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  Info:  924-1543. 


4  Wednesday 


Cambridge  —  Boston  lesbian/gay  con¬ 
tingent  to  April  25  Washington  demonstra¬ 
tion  against  US  intervention  in  Central 
America,  and  US  South  Africa  policy.  595 
Mass.  Ave.  7:30PM.  Info:  661-0974, 
236-1024,  442-4324. 


Cambridge  —  Politics  of  Fat.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30PM.  Info: 
1354-8807. 

Boston  —  "Say  It  Sister"  hosted  by  Kate 
Rushin.  WMBR-FM.  88.1.  7-8PM. 

5  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Hunter  Davis  in  concert. 
Allegra  Coffeehouse,  YWCA,  7  Temple  St., 
Central  Sq.  8PM.  $6.  Info:  547-1378. 

Boston  —  GCN' s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN :  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Magic  Show  by  Jim  Vetter 
hosted  by  B.U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alliance.  B.U. 
Student  Union,  775  Comm.  Ave.  8PM.  In¬ 
fo:  353-9808. 

Cambridge  —  Asian  Women  in  Two 

Worlds,  a  3-week  program  of  cultural 
events  and  presentations.  "Families,  Sex¬ 
uality  and  Reproductive  Rights."  Bdlg.  9, 
Rm.  150,  MIT.  7:30PM.  Info:  253-8844. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info: 
354-8807. 

6  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 
Cambridge  —  Asian-American  feminist 
performances:  Coming  into  Passion,  Song 
for  a  Sansei  and  Rainy  House  Night.  MIT, 
Walker  Memorial,  142  Memorial  Dr. 
8:30PM.  Info:  253-8844. 

Somerville  —  Urania:  a  lesbian  and  bi¬ 
sexual  women’s  S/M  support  group  mon¬ 
thly  meeting.  Info:  395-4849  or  P.0.  Box 
23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 

Brookline  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  services. 

1762  Beacon  St.  at  the  Workmen’s  Circle. 
8PM.  Bring  something  sweet  to  share 
afterwards.  Info:  782-8894. 

Boston  —  "Boston  Dancers  Unite,”  a 

benefit  for  AAC.  New  England  Life  Hall.  In¬ 
fo:  437-6200. 

Cambridge—  Women’s  Coffeehouse. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8PM.  In¬ 
fo:  354-8807. 

7  Saturday 

Boston  —  Mother’s  Meat  and  Freud’s 

Flesh,  a  film  by  Demetrios  Estdelacropolis 
about  a  gay  porn  star  and  his  mother. 
BF/VF,  1126  Boylston  St.  10PM.  $4.  Info: 
536-1540. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Prom  by  DOB.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  No  liquor/smoking.  $6  non¬ 
members,  $5  members.  Info:  661-3633. 

Worcester  —  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  Gay 
Contra  Dancing.  Potluck  dinner  to  start. 
$4.  Info:  Elaine  (203)  232-5649  or  Evelyn, 
628-9370. 

8  Sunday 

Boston  —  International  Women’s  Day  coali¬ 
tion  march  and  rally.  Government  Center, 
noon.  U.  Mass.  Arlington  St.,  1PM.  Info: 
628-8964. 

Cambridge  —  An  evening  of  live  jazz  &  film 
to  benefit  AIDS  Action  Committee.  Harvard- 
Epworth  Church,  1555  Mass.  Ave.  $5. 

Roxbury  —  The  Black  Men’s  Association 
presents  In  the  Life  editor  Joseph  Beam 
and  poetry  contributor  Philip  Robinson. 
First  Church  of  Roxbury,  0  Putnam  St. 
6PM.  $2  donation. 

Cambridge  —  Libana  hosts  an  open  sing 
for  women’s  voices.  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  3-5PM.  $5. 
Childcare  provided.  Info:  395-1920. 

Boston  —  A  serious/sensuous  comedy  for 
International  Women’s  Day, 
"Speakeasy,"  with  Folami.  Uptown  965, 
965  Mass.  Ave.  7:30PM.  $7  in  advance, 
$8  at  door.  Info:  524-7710. 


Tony  Parker,  GCN  benefit,  14  Saturday 


Boston  —  BNN-TV  celebrates  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Women’s  Day.  Noon-5PM.  To  submit 
videos,  women  may  contact  B.  W.  Lee  at 
524-6058  or  Susan  Fleischmann  at 
522-7330. 

Boston  —  International  Women’s  Day 
Radio  Broadcast.  All  day.WMBR,  88.1  FM. 
Info:  Abby,  491-8896. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Kookaburra's  Cof¬ 
feehouse  presents  Amelia  &  Jennifer  Plus 
Two.  Green  Street  Station,  131  Green  St. 
7-10PM.  $4.  Info:  522-3303. 

10  tuesday 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  presents  Silent  Pioneers.  Discus¬ 
sion  to  follow.  Sulivan  Bldg.,  #105,  Salem 
State  College,  Rt.  114,  Lafayette  St.  7PM. 
Free.  Info:  745-3848. 

Cambridge  —  WITCH  lecture  series 
presents  Emily  Culpepper:  "Par- 
thenogenetic  Method:  Contructing  a 
Female  Train  of  Thought."  Episcopal 
Divinity  School,  99  Brattle  St.  8PM.  $5.  In¬ 
fo:  491-3549. 

Cambridge  —  Filmmakers  Joan  Churchill 
and  Nick  Broomfield  show  excerpts  from 
Lily  Tomlin:  The  Film  behind  the  Show. 
MIT,  Weisner  Building,  Bartos  Theater,  20 
Ames  St.  7PM.  $6.  Info:  444-6309. 

11  Wednesday 

Boston  —  NOW’s  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meeting.  971  Commonwealth  Ave. 
6:30PM.  Free.  Info:  782-1056. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  Discussion  Group. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  The  Frank  Chickens,  a 

Japanese  punk  feminist  duo.  Man  Ray, 
Brookline  St.  Also  at  the  Brattle  Theater, 
Harvard  Sq.,  Thurs.  &  Fri.  Info:  876-6833. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbians  35+  discuss 
"Shall  I  Move  in  with  Her?"  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8PM.  Info:  661-3633. 

13  friday 

Randolph  —  Gay  Professional  Women 
presents  storyteller  Jennifer  Justice.  Ran¬ 
dolph  Country  Club.  8PM.  Free  to 
members,  guests  $5.  Info:  Christine  Bur¬ 
ton,  328-5685. 

14  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Le  Gay  Cabaret  with  Kate 
Rushin,  United  Fruit  Co.  and  others,  to 
benefit  Gay  Community  News.  Paine  Hall, 
Harvard  Univ.  7:30PM.  $5,  $7,  $10. 
Wheelchair  accessible,  sign  language  in¬ 
terpreted,  childcare  by  reservation.  Info: 
426-4469. 

Boston  —  Eroticizing  safer  sex  workshop. 
Sponsored  by  AIDS  Action.  Arlington 
Street  Church  basement.  1-4PM.  $5  dona¬ 
tion.  Info:  437-6200. 

Rhode  Island  —  R.l.  Lesbian/Gay  Pride 
Committee  benefit:  Oldies  Night,  The  Loft, 
Smithfield.  9PM.  Info:  P.O.  Box  4486  E. 
Providence,  02915. 


IWD  March  8  activities 

International  Women’s  Day  in 
Boston  will  be  more  exciting  than  ever 
with  a  march  and  rally,  a  five-hour 
cablethon,  and  the  ninth  annual 
24-hour  radio  program. 

The  day’s  demo  will  kick  off  at  noon 
with  music  and  speakers  at  Govern¬ 
ment  Center,  the  march  will  head  out  at 
1  p.m.  and  an  indoor  rally  at  U-Mass., 
Arlington  St.,  will  follow  at  about  1:30. 
For  more  info,  call  Louise  at  628-8964. 

Now  in  its  third  year,  the  IWD  Video 
Festival  on  Boston’s  public  access 
cable  station  BNN-TV  will  be  cablecast 
from  noon  to  5  p.m.  The  tapes  are  com¬ 
ing  from  women  across  the  country 
and  will  address  issues  such  as 
mother-daughter  relationships, 
women's  accomplishments  and 
restrictions,  aging,  beauty  and  more. 
Call  Susan  Fleischmann  at  522-7330 
for  more  details. 

The  grandmother  of  IWD  events  in 
Boston  is  the  24-hour  radio  program  on 
WBUR-FM.  In  addition  to  a  profile  of 
Audre  Lourde  (noon),  and  a  live  call-in 
with  lesbian  mothers  (1  p.m.),  you’ll 
find  non-stop  music,  commentary  and 
poetry  all  day  from  midnight  Saturday 
till  midnight  Sunday.  Look  for  full 
schedules  around  town,  or  call  Abby  at 
491-8896. 

Beam,  Tomlin  and  Asian 
Women 

Also  on  March  8,  at  6  p.m.,  the  Black 
Men’s  Association  is  sponsoring  a 
reading  by  In  the  Life  editor  Joseph 
Beam  and  contributing  poet  Philip 
Robinson,  at  the  First  Church  of  Rox¬ 
bury,  0  Putnam  St.,  Roxbury.  A  $2  dona¬ 
tion  is  requested.  Beam  will  also  be  at 
Glad  Day  Bookshop  earlier  that  day 
from  3:30  to  5:30  p.m.  In  the  Life,  the 
first  anthology  devoted  to  Black  gay 
men’s  writing,  is  taking  the  country  by 
storm  and  was  deemed  so  volatile  by 
Ontario  Canada  customs  officials 
they’ve  banned  its  import. 

Boston  should  be  quite  excited  by 
the  compilation  of  Asian  feminist 
events  featured  in  MIT’s  three-week 
program  ‘‘Asian  Women  in  Two 
Worlds.”  The  series  begins  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  March  5,  with  a  panel  on  families, 
sexuality  and  reproductive  rights,  in¬ 
cluding  a  representative  from  Boston 
Asian  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians.  Other 
panels  (on  work,  creative  media,  Asian- 
American  issues,  and  societal 
violence)  alternate  on  Thursdays  and 
Saturdays  through  March  19,  with  per¬ 
formances  and  film  screenings  on 
Fridays.  Call  253-8844  for  specific 
dates. 

Lily  Tomlin’s  Boston  fans  will  be 
teased  on  March  10  with  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  filmmakers  Joan  Churchill 
and  Nick  Broomfield  at  MIT.  Churchill 
and  Broomfield’s  Lily  Tomlin:  The  Film 
behind  the  Show  prompted  an  unsuc¬ 
cessful  suit  by  Tomlin  against  the  film¬ 
makers,  reportedly  because  they  in¬ 
cluded  more  footage  of  the  Tom¬ 
lin/Wagner  Search  for  Signs. . .  show 
than  they  were  supposed  to.  Only  ex¬ 
cerpts  of  their  film  will  be  shown  at  MIT 
but  with  luck  they’ll  include  some 
shots  of  Tomlin’s  terrifically  butch 
manager.  For  time,  place  and  cost,  call 
444-6309. 

— Loie  Hayes 


AIDS  Script  Contest 

Deadline:  May  1,  1987 

Original  scripts  sought  by  Whitman- 
Walker  Clinic  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Must  be  unproduced,  uncopywrited 
and  about  AIDS  in  some  way. 
Whitman-Walker  will  benefit  from  first 
seven  performances.  Send  full-length 
script  and  SASE  to:  Script  Contest, 
Whitman-Walker  Clinic,  2335  18th  St., 
NW,  Washington,  D.C.  20009. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Terri  L.  Rutter 


GayCommunity  News 


Saturday,  March  14,  ASL  Interpreted 

7:30  p.m.,  Paine  Hall,  Harvard  for  the  hearing  impaired, 

(behind  Science  Center)  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Prices:  $10  contributing,  Childcare  by  reservation  only: 

$7  regular,  $5  low  income  Please  call  523*3772  by  March  9 

Limited  seating  will  be  available  at  the  door.  Advance  tickets  may  be  purchased  at: 
New  Words  Bookstore  or  Bodyworks  Gym  (Cambridge)  •  Red  Book  or  Arborway  Video 
(Jamaica  Plain)  •  Glad  Day  Bookshop  or  the  GCN  office  (downtown).  Tickets  are  also 
available  by  mail  from:  GCN  Tickets,  167  Itemont  Street,  Boston  MA  02111. 

SPECIAL  RAFFLE  DRAWING  THE  NIGHT  OF  THE  PERFORMANCE! 

for  more  information  call  426-4469 


An  Evening  of 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Entertainment 

To  Benefit  Gay  Community  News 


Music,  storytelling, 
poetry,  comedy, 

&  a  special  showing  of 
An  Intelligent  Intercourse 
(A  Tongue-in-Cheek 
Look  at  Sodomy) 


by  Samdperil  Audio-Visual 


l£ 

GAY 


United  Fruit  Company 
Jennifer  Justice 
Kate  Rushin 
Tony  Parker 
Rob  &  Jay 


CABARET! 


